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Welcome back to all students, families and carers for Term 3. Classes have very 
quickly returned to the familiar routines of teaching and learning, and it has been 
pleasing to see students settling into their work and engaging positively with their 
teachers and peers. 
 
Our recent recognition of NAIDOC Week provided an important opportunity for our 
College community to celebrate and learn about the history, cultures and  
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The whole-school  
assembly and Indigenous-themed Mufti Day encouraged students and staff to come 
together in a spirit of respect, learning and reflection. 
  
I acknowledge our First Nations Ambassador, Kailani Jones, together with Ms Foley, 
Mr Ryan, Ms Shamsili and Ms Moore, for the important roles they played in planning 
and delivering the NAIDOC Week assembly. I also sincerely thank past students Kasey 
and Jess Tattersall, who joined us as keynote speakers and generously shared their 
story and the success of Sista Studios. Their contribution provided an inspiring  
example of First Nations identity, leadership and achievement. These activities  
reinforced our continuing commitment to reconciliation and to ensuring that First 
Nations voices, cultures and perspectives are recognised and valued throughout our 
College. 
 
We begin the term amid some uncertainty arising from continuing industrial action 
across Victorian government schools, including the proposed stop-work action on 
Thursday 23 July. We understand that families need timely and accurate information 
to make appropriate arrangements. The College will communicate confirmed  
arrangements for Thursday as soon as they are available. 
 
Our 2026 NAPLAN results have now been received, and I congratulate our Year 7 and 
Year 9 students on their efforts and achievements. The Year 9 results are particularly 
encouraging, with the proportion of students achieving medium or high growth  
exceeding both Similar and Network schools in all three assessed areas: Reading at 
72%, Writing at 71% and Numeracy at 75%. The Year 7 results provide further  
valuable information about students’ proficiency in Reading, Writing and Numeracy. 
We will now examine the complete data closely to recognise areas of strength and 
inform our ongoing improvement work, particularly our whole-school focus on  
literacy and numeracy. 
  
On Friday 24 July, we will welcome a group of students from Hamamatsu, Japan, to 
our College. Cultural exchanges such as this provide enormous value, enabling  
students to develop greater cultural understanding, build international friendships 
and broaden their perspectives. I sincerely thank the families who have generously 
offered to host our visitors, as well as the students who will act as buddies during 
their time at the College. I also acknowledge Ms Cassie Karnilowicz for her  
outstanding organisation and leadership of this important visit. 
 
Semester 1 reports have now been released to families. As previously  
communicated, these reports do not include written teacher  comments. Parents and 
carers seeking further information about their child’s learning, achievement or  
progress are warmly encouraged to contact the relevant classroom teacher directly. 

https://www.facebook.com/BellarineSecondaryCollege
http://www.bellarinesc.edu.vic.au
intagram.com/bellarine_sc
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Principal Report continued. 

Term 3 is an important period of learning for every student, but it is particularly significant for students completing Unit 4 VCE studies as 
they prepare for the written examinations later in the year. While completing the coursework and assessments associated with Unit 4,  
students should also establish a consistent program of revision that revisits and consolidates their learning from Unit 3. Beginning this work 
now, rather than waiting until the examination period approaches, will allow students to identify gaps in their understanding, seek support 
from their teachers and build the knowledge, confidence and examination skills required to perform at their best. 
Preparations for this year’s College production of High School Musical are also well underway. I acknowledge the considerable time,  
enthusiasm and commitment of our students and staff, who continue to participate in weekly rehearsals. College productions require  
sustained effort over many months, both on stage and behind the scenes, and we look forward to seeing this work come together in what 
promises to be an exciting production. 
 
We are also delighted to welcome the return of our VET Music performances at the Esplanade. These events provide students with an  
authentic opportunity to develop their stagecraft, confidence and performance skills in a live setting. Parents, carers and family members 
are encouraged to attend and support our talented young performers. 
 
Term 3 is also a particularly busy period for College sport, with many students participating in teams, competitions and interschool events. 
These opportunities encourage teamwork, physical activity, College pride and positive connections between students. I thank the staff who 
give generously of their time to coach, supervise, organise and support our students. Their commitment is essential to providing such a 
broad range of sporting opportunities. 
 
Next week, students will participate in the Alpine Camp as part of the College’s Outdoor Education program. Camps of this nature provide 
valuable opportunities for students to develop their skills, confidence, resilience and independence through learning beyond the classroom. 
I extend my sincere thanks to Mr McIntosh, Mr Lindrea and Ms Blackett for the considerable planning, organisation and commitment  
required to make this experience possible for our students. 
 
2027 Year 9–11 Subject Information and Course Counselling Expo Night 
Our 2027 Subject Information and Course Counselling Expo Night will be held on Tuesday 4 August, from 5.00 pm to 7.00 pm, in the  
Yani-iny-ngitj Centre. 
 
The evening is for current Year 8–10 students and their families and carers. The subject expo and year-level presentations will provide  
important information and resources to support subject selection and course counselling for 2027. 
Families should note that: 
 
• The presentations, including SEAL information, will be recorded and made available to families unable to attend. 
• The prospectus for each year level will be posted as a Compass Newsfeed by close of business on Monday 27 July, enabling families to 
consider the subjects available before the event. 
 
Information about the 2027 subject selection interviews will be provided during each year-level presentation. 
I strongly encourage students and their families to attend and use this opportunity to ask questions and make informed decisions about 
their 2027 learning programs. 
  
Finally, Friday 24 July will be a student-free day. This day will provide teachers with dedicated professional learning and planning time to 
continue strengthening our whole-school approach to literacy, with a particular focus on reading. This work recognises the importance of 
supporting students both to develop the skills required to read effectively and to use reading as an essential tool for learning across every 
subject area. 

Wayne Johannesen 

Principal 
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July  

Friday 24th Student Free Day — Staff P/L 

Tuesday 28th Year 12 Alpine Camp Mt Stirling/Buller 

August  

Tuesday 4th 2027 Year 9, 10 11 Subject Information & Course Counselling Expo Night  

Wednesday 5th ECO 5 2026 Information Evening: 5:45pm –6:30pm: Yani-iny-ngitj Centre 

Friday  7th Celebrate Principal Day! 

Tuesday 11th Year 12 Group Photo—Lunchtime in the Gym.  

Tuesday 11th Subject selection day: Tuesday 11th August Year 9's selecting 2027 Year 10 subjects. No Year 9s on this day at school  

Wednesday 12th Subject selection day: Wednesday 12th August Year 10's selecting 2027 Year 11 subjects. No Year 10s on this day at school  

Friday 14th –15th High School Musical Production—Bellarine Arts Centre 

Monday 17th Subject selection week: Monday 17th—21st August Year 8's selecting 2027 Year 9 subjects in L4L class.  

Thursday 20th Subject selection session: Thursday 20th August Year 11's selecting 2027 Year 12 subjects in HG.  

Thursday 20th NEW DATE—Year 7 Immunisations 2026- Human Papillomavirus / Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis  

September  

Thursday 3rd  3 Way Conferences—Parent Teacher Interviews—Student Free Day 

Monday 7th –9th Year 11 VET Music Recording Camp—Melbourne 

Thursday 10th MUFTI DAY –RU Okay Day 

Friday 18th Last day of Term — 3:10pm 

October  

Monday 5th Term 4 Commences 

Friday 16th Final Year 12 Celebration Assembly  

Wednesday 21st Geelong Cup –Student Free Day 

Tuesday 27th VCE Examinations commence until  the 18th of November 

Friday 30th World Teachers Day! 

November  

Monday 9th Year 9 ECO 5 Camp –Great Otway National Park 

Wednesday 18th Year 12 Valedictory Dinner: 1915  

December  

Friday 4th Report Writing Day—Student Free Day 

Wednesday 9th—10th 2027 Year 7 Discovery Days 

Thursday 10th 2026 VCE Final Results available to students  

Tuesday 15th Awards Night—Costa Hall 

                       Important Dates 
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Support and Communication 

House Leaders are generally the first point of contact for parents and carers seeking support. Early communication allows us to work 

together to support student wellbeing, engagement and learning. 

 

 

  Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Year 7 & 8 Caitlyn Carter Jevon Nicholas Tom Roberts Ryan Shaw 

Year 9 & 10 Bree Redden Jenny MCarthy Annie Oliver Jacqui Slattery 

Year 11 & 12 Merryn Chalmers Suzanne Mack Jess Armstrong Omar Lewis 
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2026 School Production cast announcement  

  

We are excited to announce the cast for our 2026 Bellarine Secondary College school production: 

 

           Troy – Keegan Sims                                    Gabriella – Nora Trujillo-Mendez 

           Sharpey – Roxy Cronwright                       Ryan – Cori Hazell-Degenaro 

           Taylor – Leteisha Robinson                       Chad – Sadie Guilford 

           Coach Bolton – Daniel Flemming             Ms Darbus – Lily Mcdonald 

           Jackie Scott – Daisy Sheather                   Kelsi – Macy Savage 

           Zeke – Darcy Darker                                  Martha – Isla Fraser 

           Moderator - Sophia Lockett                     Ms Teny – Emme McArdle 

           Kratnoff – Misha Wilson                           Jock/Drum Major – Izzy Greenwood 

           James – Liz Cuzner                                     Susan – Isabella Robson 

           Cathy – Zayah Jennings                            Cyndra – Sophia Hall 

  

 

Maddy Sims (Dance Captain), Ruby Green, Milla Lappe, Mia Penhall, Anabelle Lockett, Victoria Cuzner, Riley Lunn, Oliver Keel, Riley 
Curtain, Ben Robinson, Harper Addison, Ace Dupe, Scarlett Taylor, Gabby Peterken, Alyssia Bilney, Angie Graham, Magenta Grace, 
Ruby Cripps, Sammi Rabl, Maya Ferrier, Daisy Lord, Emily Arnold, Kayla Milner, Lulu Donnelly, Oliver Renkin, Niamh Renkin,  
Annameekah Leorke 

Congratulations to everyone! 

Shows:  

14th and 15th 
August! 
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Careers Week – Exploring Future Pathways 

Careers Week at Bellarine Secondary College provided students with an outstanding opportunity to explore a wide range of post-school 
pathways through visits to some of Melbourne's leading universities, including RMIT University, Australian Catholic University (ACU), 
Victoria University (VU) and the University of Melbourne. Throughout the week, students experienced university life firsthand by 
attending lectures, participating in hands-on workshops, exploring world-class facilities, completing campus tours and scavenger hunts, 
and engaging with current university student ambassadors. Highlights included RMIT's tunnel tour and city campus experience, ACU's 
interactive workshops and mock courtroom, the University of Melbourne's inspiring campus visit and scholarship information, and  
Victoria University's impressive health, engineering and sports science facilities. Students also learned about accommodation options, 
student support services, scholarships, SEAS applications, First Nations opportunities, gap years and the many different pathways  
available into tertiary education. 

These experiences encouraged our Year 10 students to broaden their aspirations, build confidence, and recognise that university and 
further education are achievable options regardless of where they live or how their journey unfolds. Students represented Bellarine 
Secondary College with pride, demonstrating outstanding respect, enthusiasm and engagement throughout the week. A sincere thank 
you to Scott McDonald for his exceptional organisation and leadership in creating such a valuable Careers Week program, and to all the 
staff who supported the excursions and continue to inspire our students to explore their future education and career opportunities. 
Together, these experiences are helping our students develop the confidence, knowledge and ambition to make informed decisions 
about life beyond secondary school. 
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NAIDOC Celebrations 

Bellarine Secondary College came together to celebrate NAIDOC Week with a whole-school assembly at our Drysdale Campus. 

The assembly was a powerful opportunity to recognise and celebrate the rich histories, cultures and achievements of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Students and staff were honoured to take part in a Welcome to Country, Smoking Ceremony and inspiring First Nations dance  
performance, led by Jordan and the team from Malkar Cultural Services. 

We were thrilled to welcome back previous students Kacey and Jess Tattersall, from Sista Studios. Through their vibrant artwork, 
they celebrate Aboriginal culture, share stories of Country and inspire young people to connect with and take pride in First Nations 
culture. 

A special thank you to our First Nations Ambassador, Kailani Jones, whose leadership, vision and dedication were instrumental in 
bringing the assembly and NAIDOC Week activities to life.  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this year's NAIDOC Week celebration such a meaningful and memorable  

occasion.   ❤️ 
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NAIDOC Celebrations continued... 

Bellarine Secondary College continued its NAIDOC celebrations with a fantastic week of community, culture and connection through a 
range of activities held as part of our Mufti Day and NAIDOC Week festivities. 

Students enjoyed live music, a popular sausage sizzle, friendly pickleball games, and a colouring competition that showcased creativity 
across the school. The library also played an important role by screening Indigenous films and videos, providing students with the  
opportunity to deepen their understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and perspectives.  

A huge thank you to our dedicated student leaders and staff who helped organise and deliver these events. Their enthusiasm,  
teamwork and commitment made the week such a success, creating a welcoming and enjoyable experience while celebrating the rich 
cultures, achievements and contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
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Thank you to all those who have been buying the this year. 

 
We will be offering small and large boxes available for single purchase as you need, as well as a 10-week and 5-week subscriptions to 
keep you topped up on a weekly basis. 

Prices are as follows: 

Small Box | $35 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box | $50 (inclusive of discount) 

Small Box 10-week Subscription | $315 (inclusive of discount) 

Small Box 5-week Subscription I  $205 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box 10-week Subscription | $450 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box 5-week Subscription  I $315 (inclusive of discount) 

Boxes will be available for pick up only from: 

LardAss Butter on Wednesdays between 9am-4pm 

Farm My School Shed at Bellarine Secondary College, Drysdale on Wednesdays between 8am-4pm 

Bellarine Farmgate, Drysdale on Saturdays from 11am-2pm 

Be sure to select your preferred pick-up location at checkout!  

We have discount codes available for Bellarine Secondary College staff and families available for you to use, so make sure you 

don’t forget to apply these at checkout! We kindly ask that you please keep these codes within the BSC community. 

Discount codes below: 

SMALLBOX - $10 off small box 

LARGEBOX - $20 off large box 

SMALLFIVE - $40 off small five-week sub 

LARGEFIVE- $90 off large five-week sub 

SMALLTEN - $90 off small ten-week sub 

LARGETEN - $180 large ten-week sub 

We thank you for your support and we look forward to providing you with an abundance of delicious, fresh, locally grown produce. 
Head to our shop on the Farm My School website for more information. Should you have any queries about veggie boxes please 
email hello@farmmyschool.com. 

Warm Regards, 

James McLennan 

Chief Executive Officer | Co-Founder 

e  james@farmmyschool.com.au w www.farmmyschool.com 

 

 Farm My School 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2Fcollections%2Fall&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843681754%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843718793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
mailto:hello@farmmyschool.com
mailto:james@farmmyschool.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843751338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
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Student Wellbeing 

All staff are in a position to provide emotional support for the young people of Bellarine Secondary College. There is a Student 

Wellbeing Team at each campus that can be a valuable first contact for information and assistance. Members of the Wellbeing 

team are available to both students and parents/guardians to discuss matters concerning a particular students' welfare, needs or 

problems. The team is accessible by making an appointment.  

The Wellbeing Team is focussed on proactive education to support young people develop their skills related to resilience, person-

al safety, and positive coping related to their own wellbeing and mental health. 

The work of the Wellbeing Team across the College includes: 

• 1:1 Support in the form of counselling, resilience building, and referrals to community support services such as  

             mental health services, family support and allied health services.  

• 1:2 Leading school-based small group programs and coordinating external small group programs. 

• 1:3 Coordinating national health promotion events such as Mental Health Week, IDAHOBIT Day, and RU OK? Day. 

When students access a health or counselling service at school, they have the right to provide or withhold consent to their  

personal or health information, obtained from them, from being disclosed to any other person, including their parent/guardian. 

An Individual acquires that right when they have sufficient maturity to understand the consequences of this disclosure. Unless a 

student has an intellectual disability or is particularly immature, it is likely that a secondary student has the capacity to make this 

choice. 

Where disclosure or health information is necessary to lessen or prevent a serious imminent threat to the student’s health or 

safety, consent by a student to do this disclosure of information is not required. 

If a secondary student self-refers to a counselling service provided to students at school, the College does not have to disclose 

this to parents guardians. However consent from the student to share information with a parent/guardian or staff is always 

sought, when it is in the best interests of the student. 

 The College Wellbeing Team is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL RESOURCES 

The Wellbeing team may make referrals to local services or provide support for students and families to access valuable health 

and Wellbeing online.  

 

Student Wellbeing Team School Nurse Mental Health Practitioner 

Nicole Wirth, Ocean Grove and 

Drysdale 

Mel White,  

Ocean Grove and Drysdale Campus 

Renae Schomacker Ocean Grove 

and Drysdale 

Jan Bowes, Drysdale     

Kate Grinter, Drysdale   Samson – Wellbeing Dog 

Kate Daley Ocean Grove     
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Mental Health and Wellbeing Support for Parents/Carers 

We will shortly be opening an outreach site on the Bellarine and would very much like to let the parents of the school know about the 
services available. 

We offer free mental health and wellbeing support, plus free mental health and volunteer training into the community. 

Currently we are aware that our referrals from the Bellarine are more than 50% lower than they should be by population and so we 
are bringing the service closer to where people live on the Peninsula. 

We are a large and growing service overall with more than 250 referrals a month and no wait lists for service. 
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Parenting support services - City of Greater Geelong  

Full parenting calendar attached. 

https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/parenting/article/item/8d6b69042111407.aspx
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Donate Unused Laptops to Support Local Students and Families 

The Lions Club of Corio Norlane is seeking donations of unused laptops to support students and families experiencing 

financial hardship across the Geelong region. 

Represented by Richard Walter, the club runs a free computer program that refurbishes donated laptops before distrib-

uting them to local students and families on low incomes.  

If your organisation has laptops that are no longer in use, surplus devices, or returned items suitable for refurbishment, 

your donation could make a significant difference in helping young people access education and technology. 

For further information or to arrange a donation, please contact:  

Lions Club of Corio Norlane 

Phone: 0490 802 003  

Email: coriolions@gmail.com  
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The Fight to Save Public Education 
 
Public education is a fundamental human right and one of the most powerful tools we have to fight poverty and inequality —  
yet Australia continues to underfund its public schools and widen the gap between public and private education. Join Aleta for a  
conversation about the role public education plays in reducing poverty, fighting inequality and other public benefits, where we stand  
today and where we have come, and what we must do to save public education before it is too late. 
 
Free Events 
 
– Corio Library | Wednesday 15 July 2026 | 6:00pm–7:00pm (doors open 5:45pm) 
Cox Road (cnr Moa Street), Norlane VIC 3214 
Book your free ticket: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/aletasevents/2257064 
 
– Online Zoom Event | Monday 20 July 2026 | 6:00pm–7:00pm 
Register: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ncVlpzlDTMmw3vbbzS_CFA 
 
– Boronggook Drysdale Library | Wednesday 19 August 2026 | 6:00pm–7:00pm (doors open 5:30pm) 
2–8 Wyndham Street, Drysdale VIC 3222 
Book your free ticket: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/aletasevents/2257066 
 
– Biyal-a Armstrong Creek Library | Wednesday 9 September 2026 | 6:00pm–7:00pm (doors open 5:45pm) 
20 Main Street, Armstrong Creek VIC 3217 
Book your free ticket: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/aletasevents/2257067 
 
– Newcomb Library | Wednesday 23 September 2026 | 6:00pm–7:00pm (doors open 5:45pm) 
Bellarine Hwy (cnr Wilsons Road), Newcomb VIC 3219 
Book your free ticket: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/aletasevents/2257068 
 
About Aleta 
 
Aleta has spent twenty years working for the United Nations and other agencies on poverty alleviation efforts. She is a proud public 
school graduate and holds a Master's degree from the University of Cambridge. She is a regular media commentator and is currently  
running as an independent candidate for Western Victoria in the state election. 
 
For more information about public education inequality and the impact of underfunding please visit www.chooseeducation.au 
 
If you have any questions, if an event is booked out, or if there is no session near you and you would like to request one, please contact 
aletamoriartyvic@gmail.com 
 
We hope to see members of your community there. 
 
Warm regards, 
Aleta Moriarty 
www.chooseeducation.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.tickettailor.com%2Fevents%2Faletasevents%2F2257064%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1782516094964000%26sa%3DE&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education.vic.go
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FncVlpzlDTMmw3vbbzS_CFA%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1782516094964000%26sa%3DE&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.tickettailor.com%2Fevents%2Faletasevents%2F2257066%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1782516094964000%26sa%3DE&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education.vic.go
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.tickettailor.com%2Fevents%2Faletasevents%2F2257067%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1782516094964000%26sa%3DE&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education.vic.go
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.tickettailor.com%2Fevents%2Faletasevents%2F2257068%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1782516094964000%26sa%3DE&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education.vic.go
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.chooseeducation.au%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1782516094964000%26sa%3DE&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2b1bcb47e4734e785ab008ded3
mailto:aletamoriartyvic@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.chooseeducation.au%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1782516094964000%26sa%3DE&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2b1bcb47e4734e785ab008ded3

