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As we approach the midpoint of the school year, it provides an important  

opportunity to reflect on the learning, growth and achievements of our students  

during Semester 1. It is also a valuable time to consider the factors that most strongly 

influence student success. One of the most significant of these is school attendance. 

Recent weeks have seen students complete a range of important summative  

assessment tasks. Our Year 10 and Year 11 students undertook written  

examinations, providing them with an opportunity to demonstrate their learning and 

prepare for the assessment demands of the senior years. Our Year 12 students also 

completed the General Achievement Test (GAT), an important component of the VCE 

assessment process. I congratulate all students for the manner in which they  

approached these assessments and thank our staff for their work in preparing  

students and supporting them throughout the examination period. 

Semester 1 reports will be published shortly after our return from the term break. 

These reports provide an important opportunity for students and families to  

celebrate achievements, recognise growth and identify areas for further  

development. They also provide a valuable foundation for students to set  

specific goals for Semester 2 and to consider the habits and behaviours that will  

support continued improvement. 

One of the most important factors influencing student achievement is attendance. 

Every day of learning counts, and even occasional absences can accumulate quickly 

over the course of a term or year. Missing school not only impacts academic  

progress and the continuity of learning, but can also affect students' relationships 

with peers and teachers, their sense of belonging and connectedness, and their  

confidence as learners. Students who attend school consistently are better  

positioned to engage fully in their learning, build strong relationships and achieve 

their personal best. 

As families review Semester 1 reports, I encourage students to reflect on their 

attendance and consider whether improving attendance could support stronger  

outcomes in Semester 2. Even a small reduction in absences can have a significant 

positive impact on learning, engagement and wellbeing. Being present every day 

provides students with the greatest opportunity to learn, grow and take advantage of 

everything our College has to offer. 

This term has provided students with a rich and diverse range of opportunities  

beyond the classroom. Across both campuses, students have participated in camps, 

inter-school sport, leadership programs, music performances, arts activities, careers 

experiences, wellbeing initiatives and community partnerships. These experiences 

enrich learning, foster personal growth, build confidence and strengthen students’ 

connection to their school and community. 

https://www.facebook.com/BellarineSecondaryCollege
http://www.bellarinesc.edu.vic.au
intagram.com/bellarine_sc
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Principal Report continued. 

Students have also continued to benefit from programs such as Farm My School, Agriculture and Horticulture, SEAL, Outdoor  

Education, VET pathways, student leadership initiatives and a broad range of co-curricular activities that help bring learning to life. I 

would like to thank our staff for the countless hours they invest in organising and supporting these opportunities, and our families for 

their ongoing encouragement and support. 

For our Year 12 students, the break is particularly important. While it provides an opportunity to rest and focus on wellbeing, it is also a 

valuable chance to prepare for the second half of the VCE year. Finding the right balance between relaxation and purposeful  

preparation will help build the resilience, endurance and confidence required for a successful conclusion to secondary schooling. Small 

steps taken over the break, whether revising key content, organising study materials or establishing effective routines, can make a  

significant difference in the months ahead. 

As the term concludes, I encourage all students and families to enjoy a safe, restful and well-earned break. The holidays provide an  
important opportunity to recharge, spend quality time with family and friends, and return refreshed for the challenges and  
opportunities that Semester 2 will bring. 

Thank you to our students, staff and families for another productive and successful term. The achievements and opportunities  
experienced throughout the term reflect the strength of our school community and our shared commitment to supporting every student 
to thrive. 

I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday break and look forward to welcoming students back for Semester 2. 

Wayne Johannesen 

Principal 

Congratulations to our students who represented the school at the WMR Cross Country yesterday. Notable results were Kiyomi 

Beames-Hypolite who finished 11th, Lucie Grace 13th and Isabelle Kays finishing 1st in a blistering performance and progressing 

to the State Finals!  
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June  

Thursday 25th Last day of term 3:10pm 

Friday 26th Student free day— Year 12 English Trial Exam—Staff P/L—Buses running as normal 

July  

Monday 13th Term 3 Commences 

Tuesday 14th Whole School NAIDOC Assembly Drysdale Campus 

Wednesday 15th MUFTI Day—NAIDOC Strong Brother Strong Sister. 

Thursday 23rd Year 7 Immunisations 2026- Human Papillomavirus / Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis  

Friday 24th Student Free Day — Staff P/L 

Tuesday 28th Year 12 Alpine Camp Mt Stirling/Buller 

August  

Tuesday 4th 2027 Year 9, 10 11 Subject Information & Course Counselling Expo Night  

Wednesday 5th ECO 5 2026 Information Evening: 5:45pm –6:30pm: Yani-iny-ngitj Centre 

Friday  7th Celebrate Principal Day! 

Tuesday 11th Year 12 Group Photo—Lunchtime in the Gym.  

Tuesday 11th Subject selection day: Tuesday 11th August Year 9's selecting 2027 Year 10 subjects. No Year 9s on this day at school  

Wednesday 12th Subject selection day: Wednesday 12th August Year 10's selecting 2027 Year 11 subjects. No Year 10s on this day at school  

Friday 14th –15th High School Musical Production—Bellarine Arts Centre 

Monday 17th Subject selection week: Monday 17th—21st August Year 8's selecting 2027 Year 9 subjects in L4L class.  

Thursday 20th Subject selection session: Thursday 20th August Year 11's selecting 2027 Year 12 subjects in HG.  

September  

Thursday 3rd  3 Way Conferences—Parent Teacher Interviews—Student Free Day 

Monday 7th –9th Year 11 VET Music Recording Camp—Melbourne 

Thursday 10th MUFTI DAY –RU Okay Day 

Friday 18th Last day of Term — 3:10pm 

October  

Monday 5th Term 4 Commences 

Friday 16th Final Year 12 Celebration Assembly  

Wednesday 21st Geelong Cup –Student Free Day 

Tuesday 27th VCE Examinations commence until  the 18th of November 

Friday 30th World Teachers Day! 

November  

Monday 9th Year 9 ECO 5 Camp –Great Otway National Park 

Wednesday 18th Year 12 Valedictory Dinner: 1915  

December  

Friday 4th Report Writing Day—Student Free Day 

Wednesday 9th—10th 2027 Year 7 Discovery Days 

Thursday 10th 2026 VCE Final Results available to students  

Tuesday 15th Awards Night—Costa Hall 

                       Important Dates 
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Support and Communication 

House Leaders are generally the first point of contact for parents and carers seeking support. Early communication allows us to work 

together to support student wellbeing, engagement and learning. 

 

 

 
 

  Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Year 7 & 8 Caitlyn Carter Jevon Nicholas Tom Roberts Ryan Shaw 

Year 9 & 10 Bree Redden Jenny MCarthy Annie Oliver Jacqui Slattery 

Year 11 & 12 Merryn Chalmers Suzanne Mack Jess Armstrong Omar Lewis 

 Outdoor Education Students Surfing 
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2026 School Production cast announcement  

  

We are excited to announce the cast for our 2026 Bellarine Secondary College school production: 

 

           Troy – Keegan Sims                                    Gabriella – Nora Trujillo-Mendez 

           Sharpey – Roxy Cronwright                       Ryan – Cori Hazell-Degenaro 

           Taylor – Leteisha Robinson                       Chad – Sadie Guilford 

           Coach Bolton – Daniel Flemming             Ms Darbus – Lily Mcdonald 

           Jackie Scott – Daisy Sheather                   Kelsi – Macy Savage 

           Zeke – Darcy Darker                                  Martha – Isla Fraser 

           Moderator - Sophia Lockett                     Ms Teny – Emme McArdle 

           Kratnoff – Misha Wilson                           Jock/Drum Major – Izzy Greenwood 

           James – Liz Cuzner                                     Susan – Isabella Robson 

           Cathy – Zayah Jennings                            Cyndra – Sophia Hall 

  

 

Maddy Sims (Dance Captain), Ruby Green, Milla Lappe, Mia Penhall, Anabelle Lockett, Victoria Cuzner, Riley Lunn, Oliver Keel, Riley 
Curtain, Ben Robinson, Harper Addison, Ace Dupe, Scarlett Taylor, Gabby Peterken, Alyssia Bilney, Angie Graham, Magenta Grace, 
Ruby Cripps, Sammi Rabl, Maya Ferrier, Daisy Lord, Emily Arnold, Kayla Milner, Lulu Donnelly, Oliver Renkin, Niamh Renkin,  
Annameekah Leorke 

Congratulations to everyone! 

Shows:  

14th and 15th 
August! 
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Senior Boys Football 

 
Intermediate Boys Netball 
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2026 NAIDOC Week Sunrise Celebration, hosted in Ocean Grove by Barwon Coast in collaboration with Wadawurrung Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal Corporation. 

This year’s NAIDOC Week theme, 50 Years of Deadly, celebrates five decades of honouring the strength, culture, leadership and 
voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

The Sunrise Celebration will take place on Monday, 6 July 2026 at the Barwon Heads end of Bukareeyoo, and will include a  
Welcome to Country, Smoking Ceremony, didgeridoo playing and a special children’s activity following the event.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for children, families and the broader community to experience Wadawurrung culture on  
Wadawurrung Country during NAIDOC Week. 
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Georgia & Lena from Weenthunga Health Network here. 

We are excited to invite First Nations young women and gender diverse young people in years 10-12 from your school to nyarrn-gakgo 
mangkie’s experience; Connecting Through Conversations July 17th , 2026.  

In collaboration with RMIT's Ngarara Willim Centre we invite you to save the date and begin offering this experience to young people 
you’re connected with. 

 
nyarrn-gakgo mangkie Spaces and Connecting Through Conversations event are backed by the Department of Education, Education 
Liaison Officer grant Strengthening Aboriginal Self-determination in Education.  

Reflections from young people after the Connecting Through Conversations experience 2024  

• "I found all the yarns really interesting especially the from the midwife, it was really good hearing about health topics from First 
Nations Health professionals in a safe space” 

“It made me feel so grounded”  

Reflection from Teachers after the Connecting Through Conversations experience 2024 

“Fantastic day, we’ve had wonderful feedback from our girls, thank you for continuing to create such beautiful safe spaces for mob" 

What’s on offer? 

Connecting Through Conversations Experience 2026 

 
 July 17th 10am-3.30pm 

 
 Fully catered, lunch and afternoon tea 

 RMIT University, Bundoora Campus  

225-245 Plenty Road, Bundoora 

 

 Welcome to Country & Smoking Ceremony 

 Get to know nyarrn-gagko mangkie/Weenthunga and meet new mob 

 Listen to stories and journeys taken by First Nations health professionals across nursing, public health, allied health and wellbeing 
spaces 

 Hands on workshops at RMIT universities labs and facilities - including medical imagining/radiology & nursing labs 

 Guided cultural walking tour of Wurundjeri Country  

 Connect with other young women and gender diverse mob from across so-called Victoria in senior high school  

Custom nyarrn-gakgo mangkie merch and wellbeing gifts 

Parking available onsite, train via Mernda line 

if you need support with transport please get in touch with our team  

 Young people register here 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fweenthunga.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfa7cb23f8a3d4b8548aa08deb3102e51%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639145079548248008%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rmit.edu.au%2Fstudents%2Fsupport-services%2Findigenous%2Ffacilities&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfa7cb23f8a3d4b8548aa08deb3102e51%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/Strengthening-Aboriginal-Self-Determination-Education.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/Strengthening-Aboriginal-Self-Determination-Education.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairtable.com%2FappX1KoYo8xbBjbyn%2FpagPB47SsPziYACJN%2Fform&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfa7cb23f8a3d4b8548aa08deb3102e51%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63
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The link to book tickets is https://events.humanitix.com/host/farm-my-school 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Fhost%2Ffarm-my-school&data=05%7C02%7Clinda.kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb256487b33034074190408de31e75ed1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63900306741787352
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Thank you to all those who have been buying the this year. 

 
We will be offering small and large boxes available for single purchase as you need, as well as a 10-week and 5-week subscriptions to 
keep you topped up on a weekly basis. 

Prices are as follows: 

Small Box | $35 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box | $50 (inclusive of discount) 

Small Box 10-week Subscription | $315 (inclusive of discount) 

Small Box 5-week Subscription I  $205 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box 10-week Subscription | $450 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box 5-week Subscription  I $315 (inclusive of discount) 

Boxes will be available for pick up only from: 

LardAss Butter on Wednesdays between 9am-4pm 

Farm My School Shed at Bellarine Secondary College, Drysdale on Wednesdays between 8am-4pm 

Bellarine Farmgate, Drysdale on Saturdays from 11am-2pm 

Be sure to select your preferred pick-up location at checkout!  

We have discount codes available for Bellarine Secondary College staff and families available for you to use, so make sure you 

don’t forget to apply these at checkout! We kindly ask that you please keep these codes within the BSC community. 

Discount codes below: 

SMALLBOX - $10 off small box 

LARGEBOX - $20 off large box 

SMALLFIVE - $40 off small five-week sub 

LARGEFIVE- $90 off large five-week sub 

SMALLTEN - $90 off small ten-week sub 

LARGETEN - $180 large ten-week sub 

We thank you for your support and we look forward to providing you with an abundance of delicious, fresh, locally grown produce. 
Head to our shop on the Farm My School website for more information. Should you have any queries about veggie boxes please 
email hello@farmmyschool.com. 

Warm Regards, 

James McLennan 

Chief Executive Officer | Co-Founder 

e  james@farmmyschool.com.au w www.farmmyschool.com 

 

 Farm My School 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2Fcollections%2Fall&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843681754%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843718793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
mailto:hello@farmmyschool.com
mailto:james@farmmyschool.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843751338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
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Student Wellbeing 

All staff are in a position to provide emotional support for the young people of Bellarine Secondary College. There is a Student 

Wellbeing Team at each campus that can be a valuable first contact for information and assistance. Members of the Wellbeing 

team are available to both students and parents/guardians to discuss matters concerning a particular students' welfare, needs or 

problems. The team is accessible by making an appointment.  

The Wellbeing Team is focussed on proactive education to support young people develop their skills related to resilience, person-

al safety, and positive coping related to their own wellbeing and mental health. 

The work of the Wellbeing Team across the College includes: 

• 1:1 Support in the form of counselling, resilience building, and referrals to community support services such as  

             mental health services, family support and allied health services.  

• 1:2 Leading school-based small group programs and coordinating external small group programs. 

• 1:3 Coordinating national health promotion events such as Mental Health Week, IDAHOBIT Day, and RU OK? Day. 

When students access a health or counselling service at school, they have the right to provide or withhold consent to their  

personal or health information, obtained from them, from being disclosed to any other person, including their parent/guardian. 

An Individual acquires that right when they have sufficient maturity to understand the consequences of this disclosure. Unless a 

student has an intellectual disability or is particularly immature, it is likely that a secondary student has the capacity to make this 

choice. 

Where disclosure or health information is necessary to lessen or prevent a serious imminent threat to the student’s health or 

safety, consent by a student to do this disclosure of information is not required. 

If a secondary student self-refers to a counselling service provided to students at school, the College does not have to disclose 

this to parents guardians. However consent from the student to share information with a parent/guardian or staff is always 

sought, when it is in the best interests of the student. 

 The College Wellbeing Team is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL RESOURCES 

The Wellbeing team may make referrals to local services or provide support for students and families to access valuable health 

and Wellbeing online.  

 

Student Wellbeing Team School Nurse Mental Health Practitioner 

Nicole Wirth, Ocean Grove and 

Drysdale 

Mel White,  

Ocean Grove and Drysdale Campus 

Renae Schomacker Ocean Grove 

and Drysdale 

Jan Bowes, Drysdale     

Kate Grinter, Drysdale   Samson – Wellbeing Dog 

Kate Daley Ocean Grove     
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Parenting support services - City of Greater Geelong  

Full parenting calendar attached. 

https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/parenting/article/item/8d6b69042111407.aspx
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Donate Unused Laptops to Support Local Students and Families 

The Lions Club of Corio Norlane is seeking donations of unused laptops to support students and families experiencing 

financial hardship across the Geelong region. 

Represented by Richard Walter, the club runs a free computer program that refurbishes donated laptops before distrib-

uting them to local students and families on low incomes.  

If your organisation has laptops that are no longer in use, surplus devices, or returned items suitable for refurbishment, 

your donation could make a significant difference in helping young people access education and technology. 

For further information or to arrange a donation, please contact:  

Lions Club of Corio Norlane 

Phone: 0490 802 003  

Email: coriolions@gmail.com  
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Please find attached the permission form 
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  JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAY NETBALL CLINIC!   

Join Emily Mannix, star defender from the Melbourne Vixens, for an action-packed netball clinic these school holidays! 

  Wednesday 8 July  
  Ages 9-14 
  Geelong Arena, North Geelong 

9:00am - 12:00pm 

Spend the morning sharpening your netball skills, making new friends and learning from elite netballers including current  
Melbourne Vixens athlete, Emily Mannix. Includes a fun session filled with Vixen style skills & drills, keynote speaking, Q&A, 
signings, photos and prizes! 

 Limited spots available - secure yours now: Geelong July School Holiday Netball Clinic  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ball4all.com.au%2Fclinics%2Fp%2Fgeelong-july2026&data=05%7C02%7Cbellarine.sc%40education.vic.gov.au%7C35e41a2e02ff413bbd6108dec0979ae9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639159956

