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Welcome back! 

As we begin Term 2, I would like to warmly welcome all students, staff and families 

back to Bellarine Secondary College. I hope the break provided an opportunity to rest, 

recharge and spend time with family and friends. Term 2 is always a busy and  

productive period, with a strong focus on teaching and learning, and I look forward to 

seeing our students re-engage with their studies and continue to build on the  

progress they made during Term 1. 

This term presents many opportunities for growth, connection and achievement. We 

will continue our whole-school focus on high-quality teaching practices, particularly in 

strengthening reading across all learning areas, while also supporting students to 

demonstrate their learning through a range of assessment tasks. I encourage all  

students to approach the term with a positive mindset, a commitment to their  

learning, and a readiness to make the most of every opportunity available to them. 

Industrial Action 

I would also like to provide our community with an update regarding the industrial 

action recently proposed by the Australian Education Union (AEU), and how this may 

be visible within our school. The AEU has indicated it intends to take a number of 

forms of industrial action commencing Monday 20 April 2026. This is a system-level 

matter and not specific to Bellarine Secondary College. I acknowledge and support 

the right of staff to take protected industrial action, and recognise that such action is 

often taken in pursuit of improved conditions for staff, increased funding for schools, 

and ultimately better outcomes for students. 

The proposed actions include a ban on attending up to one hour of scheduled 

meetings per week, which may result in some meetings proceeding with reduced 

attendance or, in some cases, being cancelled. There is also a ban on responding to 

certain Department of Education emails, excluding those related to child safety,  

occupational health and safety, and employee entitlements. Importantly, all staff  

remain required to meet their obligations in relation to child safety and wellbeing at 

all times. In addition, there is a ban on aspects of work related to the provision of 

written comments on student reports. Should this impact reporting processes,  

families will be advised accordingly. 

While some elements of this industrial action may be visible to students and families, 

such as adjustments to meetings, communication or reporting, please be assured that 

we are working carefully to minimise disruption to teaching and learning. Our priority 

remains maintaining a safe, orderly and supportive environment for all students. I 

also acknowledge that staff may make different decisions regarding participation in 

industrial action, and I ask that these decisions are respected as we continue to work 

together in a professional and respectful manner in support of our students and  

community. 

https://www.facebook.com/BellarineSecondaryCollege
http://www.bellarinesc.edu.vic.au
intagram.com/bellarine_sc


Newsletter  
Bellarine Secondary College 

ISSUE 4| 24TH OF APRIL 2026 

Respect | Resilience | Responsibility 

 

 

Over the holiday period, a group of our students and staff were fortunate to participate in the Indonesian Study Tour, which proved 

to be an outstanding and deeply enriching experience. The trip provided students with the opportunity to immerse themselves in 

Indonesian culture, language and daily life, while also strengthening their independence, confidence and connections with one  

another. Our students were fabulous ambassadors for the College, demonstrating respect, curiosity and a genuine willingness to  

engage in every aspect of the experience. 

A particular highlight of the trip was the time spent with our sister school, Darul Hikam International School in Lembang. Although 

the visit was brief, it was incredibly meaningful, with students forming wonderful friendships with their Indonesian peers and  

opening their eyes to the richness of our wider world. These experiences not only deepen intercultural understanding but also 

strengthen the important partnership between our two schools. I thank the staff who led and supported the trip and encourage our 

community to speak with those involved to hear more about this wonderful experience. 

Ocean Grove Kindergarden 

I recently shared that a new kindergarten is to be built at our Ocean Grove campus. The new centre will provide an additional 118  

kindergarten places, supporting local families and strengthening the educational pathway within our community from early childhood 

through to secondary school. 

We are working closely with the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA), who will oversee the construction of the project. At this 

stage, we anticipate the kindergarten will be completed and open in Term 1, 2027. The service will be operated by a high-quality,  

not-for-profit provider appointed by the Department of Education, who will manage enrolments, staffing and program enquiries once 

confirmed. 

We are mindful of the potential impact of construction on our community and will continue to work with the VSBA to minimise  

disruption wherever possible. A dedicated project webpage will also be established by the VSBA, providing updates and allowing our 

community to track progress. I look forward to sharing further updates as the project progresses. 

Principal Report continued. 
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Improved carparking 

A project associated with the establishment of the Kindergarden at the Ocean Grove campus is the addition of further car parking. 

This additional car parking is much needed and will provide further parking for staff and visitors to the College. This is presently quite 

a challenge, as is the traffic congestion at peak times and something we are hopeful will be addressed by the City of Greater Geelong 

given the traffic we experience at both the start and conclusion of the school day. 

Three Way Conferences 

This term also provides an important opportunity for families to engage in our upcoming Three Way Conferences (Parent-Student-

Teacher interviews). These meetings are a valuable chance to recognise and celebrate student achievement, reflect on progress so 

far, and develop a shared understanding of the next steps in each student’s learning. I strongly encourage all students and families to 

take advantage of this opportunity to connect with teachers and actively support ongoing improvement. More information to follow. 

Mobile phones at school 

At Years 7 and 8, we have established a consistent approach to mobile phones, with devices collected from students at the start of 

the school day and securely returned at the end. This practice has had a very positive impact on the learning environment, reducing 

distractions and supporting students to remain focused and engaged in their classes. It has also contributed to improved social  

interactions, with students more actively connecting with their peers during breaks and building positive relationships. Importantly, 

this approach supports student wellbeing by minimising issues associated with social media and online communication during the 

school day, helping to create a calmer, more inclusive and purposeful school environment. 

This practice is not currently in place across Years 9–12. However, there is a clear intent to extend this approach, beginning with Year 

9 in 2027. This staged introduction will allow us to build on the success seen in the junior years and continue to strengthen a  

focused, respectful and engaging learning environment for all students. 

As a reminder, at the Drysdale Campus (Years 9-12) the expectation for all students is that mobile phones are secured in their lockers 

from 8.50am, prior to the start of the school day, and remain there until the end of the day. This is a clear and consistent expectation 

that supports a focused and positive learning environment. Our experience, however, is that a number of students are not meeting 

this expectation and are carrying phones in their pockets throughout the day. 

Any student observed with a mobile phone in their possession will be required to hand it in at the General Office for the remainder 

of the day. Where a student repeatedly fails to secure their phone in their locker as required, further consequences will apply in line 

with our school’s expectations. This approach reflects the Victorian Government’s mobile phone ban in schools, which is in place to 

reduce distractions, support learning and promote student wellbeing. 

I encourage all students to take responsibility for meeting this expectation each day and, where possible, to leave mobile phones at 

home unless they are absolutely required. 

Principal Report continued. 
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Capital Works 

I am pleased to share that the refurbishment of the Swan toilets at our Drysdale Campus has now been completed. This upgrade has 

significantly improved the quality, cleanliness and functionality of the facilities, providing students with a more modern, respectful and 

welcoming environment. The project reflects our ongoing commitment to maintaining high standards across the College and ensuring 

that our learning spaces and shared facilities support student wellbeing. Please see the images included below, which highlight the 

transformation of this space. 

Principal Report continued. 

Wayne Johannesen 

Principal 

ANZAC Commemoration 

The College recently came together for a whole school assembly to commemorate ANZAC Day, which was a significant and respectful  

occasion within our school community. The assembly provided an important opportunity for reflection, honouring the service and  

sacrifice of those who have served our country, and reinforcing the values of respect, responsibility and community. In addition to the 

assembly, it was pleasing to see strong attendance and support from our students at commemorative services across the  

Bellarine Peninsula, where they represented the College with pride and maturity. I would like to acknowledge and thank Sarah Foley 

(Assistant Principal), Dave Mitri (Assistant Principal), Damian Marra (Assistant Principal) and Kane Dougherty (Assistant Principal) and 

Senem Shamsili for their leadership in coordinating the assembly and supporting student involvement in community commemorative 

services. Their work ensured that our College was both well represented and deeply connected to our local community in marking this 

important national occasion. 

 

In addition, the College continues to support the ANZAC Cemetery Project, with students engaging in the important work of  

recognising and honouring the graves of service men and women within our local community. I would like to acknowledge Taylan Black, 

Daisy Sheather, Chelsea Duncan, Charlie Black, for their leadership and commitment to this project and for their support in placing the 

flags at the Drysdale cemetery. The students efforts have ensured that this work is carried out with respect and care, providing students 

with a meaningful connection to local history and the legacy of those who have served. 
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April  

Friday 24th ANZAC Day Assembly 

May  

Monday 4th – 6th Year 7 Camp Wilkin 

Tuesday 5th Year 10 Careers Information Night 

Thursday 7th Year 12 VM Market Day— Rooms—L4 –L5—Lunchtime—Please bring some money to support the students 

Thursday 14th  3 Way Conferences—Student Free Day 

Friday 15th MUFTI DAY—IDOHOBIT DAY -Raising money for Drummond Street Services who run Queerspace including QHub in Geelong. 

Friday  22nd Lions Eye Program – Ocean Grove Campus Year 7 and  8 (Please find attached parent consent form) 

June  

June 8th Kings birthday Public Holiday 

Thursday 25th Last day of term 3:10pm 

Friday 26th Student free day—Staff P/L 

July  

Monday 13th Term 3 Commences 

Tuesday 14th Whole School NAIDOC Assembly Drysdale Campus 

Wednesday 15th MUFTI Day—NAIDOC 

Friday 24th Student Free Day—Staff P/L 

Tuesday 28th Year 12 Alpine Camp 

August  

Tuesday 11th Year 12 Group Photo 

Friday 14th –15th High School Musical Production—Potato Shed 

September  

Friday 18th Last day of Term — 3:10pm 

October  

Monday 5th Term 4 Commences 

Wednesday 21st Geelong Cup –Student Free Day 

Friday 30th World Teachers Day! 

December  

Tuesday 15th Awards Night—Costa Hall 
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Support and Communication 

House Leaders are generally the first point of contact for parents and carers seeking support. Early communication allows us to work 

together to support student wellbeing, engagement and learning. 

 

 

 
 

  Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Year 7 & 8 Caitlyn Carter Jevon Nicholas Tom Roberts Ryan Shaw 

Year 9 & 10 Bree Redden Jenny MCarthy Annie Oliver Jacqui Slattery 

Year 11 & 12 Merryn Chalmers Suzanne Mack Jess Armstrong Omar Lewis 

 

Bellarine Athletics Carnival 2026 

It was a fantastic day at Landy Field yesterday for our annual House Athletics. A massive thank you to the VCE VM beyond the track 

team—the stalls and BBQ were top-tier and kept the energy high all day. 

Participation was outstanding on the track and field, as well as the effort in the costume department, featuring Ronald McDonald, 

Monsters Inc, Up, and the Barbie crew. 

Huge congratulations to Corio for taking out the Overall, Junior, and Intermediate titles, and to Nepean for a strong performance to 

claim the Senior Championship. 

Individual Age Champions: 

13s: Ruby Cripps (LO) & Bruce Hender (CO) 

14s: Chloe Weber (CO) & Buddy Guilford (NE) 

15s: Shyloh Smith (CO) & Arden Reid (CO) 

16s: Alyssia Bilney (CO) & Mason Mciver (LO) 

17s: Skye Donegan-Brasier (SW) & Liam Tainton (SW) 

20s: Poppie Wood (NE) & Gustav Hultman-Alwen (NE) 

Well done to everyone who represented their house throughout the day or volunteered as a helper! 
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Year 10 Careers Week Information Night 
Tuesday 5 May 

An information evening will be held to outline plans for Careers Week, taking place in the last week of Term 2 (22–26 June). 

Time: 5:45pm – 6:30pm 
The session will include a 30-minute presentation followed by a Q&A. 

Location: Yani-ing-ngitj Centre 
The session will also be recorded via TEAMS for families unable to attend in person. 

  Please click the link to book your place: 
https://www.trybooking.com/DKWNI 

During Careers Week, students and parents/carers can choose between: 

• Participating in university and training provider visits, or 

• Undertaking work experience for the week 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Scott McDonald 
Leader of Learning – Student Aspirations 
  scott.mcdonald@education.vic.gov.au 

Student Absences Reminder 

 
All student absences must be reported to the school on the day of the absence. 
You may do so using one of the options listed below.  Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/DKWNI
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2026 School Production cast announcement  

  

We are excited to announce the cast for our 2026 Bellarine Secondary College school production: 

 

           Troy – Keegan Sims                                    Gabriella – Nora Trujillo-Mendez 

           Sharpey – Roxy Cronwright                       Ryan – Cori Hazell-Degenaro 

           Taylor – Leteisha Robinson                       Chad – Sadie Guilford 

           Coach Bolton – Daniel Flemming             Ms Darbus – Lily Mcdonald 

           Jackie Scott – Daisy Sheather                   Kelsi – Macy Savage 

           Zeke – Darcy Darker                                  Martha – Isla Fraser 

           Moderator - Sophia Lockett                     Ms Teny – Emme McArdle 

           Kratnoff – Misha Wilson                           Jock/Drum Major – Izzy Greenwood 

           James – Liz Cuzner                                     Susan – Isabella Robson 

           Cathy – Zayah Jennings                            Cyndra – Sophia Hall 

  

 

Maddy Sims (Dance Captain), Ruby Green, Milla Lappe, Mia Penhall, Anabelle Lockett, Victoria Cuzner, Riley Lunn, Oliver Keel, Riley 
Curtain, Ben Robinson, Harper Addison, Ace Dupe, Scarlett Taylor, Gabby Peterken, Alyssia Bilney, Angie Graham, Magenta Grace, 
Ruby Cripps, Sammi Rabl, Maya Ferrier, Daisy Lord, Emily Arnold, Kayla Milner, Lulu Donnelly, Oliver Renkin, Niamh Renkin,  
Annameekah Leorke 

Congratulations to everyone! 

Shows:  

14th and 15th 
August! 
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The link to book tickets is https://events.humanitix.com/host/farm-my-school. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Fhost%2Ffarm-my-school&data=05%7C02%7Clinda.kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb256487b33034074190408de31e75ed1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63900306741787352
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It's all happening with the next series of Nourish workshops! 

It is one big gun after another and another. 

We've got everything from nutritional advice to cooking native plants to keeping it affordable and delicious.  
Participants at each event will be working with locally-grown, seasonal produce from Farm My School. 

Details are: 

Plant it Grow it Eat it with James McLennan 

Saturday 7th and 23rd May 

Tasty Meals Done Cheap with Simon Toohey 

Thursday 28th May 

Healthy Home Habits with Michelle Brownstein 

Thursday 4th and Saturday 6th June 

Growing & Cooking on Country with Nornie Bero & James McLennan⁠ 

Saturday 20th June 

No surprises that tickets are already moving for these events.⁠ 

Book now via https://events.humanitix.com/host/farm-my-school  
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Thank you to all those who have been buying the this year - we're thrilled with how they are being received!  

 
We will be offering small and large boxes available for single purchase as you need, as well as a 10-week and 5-week subscriptions to 
keep you topped up on a weekly basis. 

Prices are as follows: 

Small Box | $35 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box | $50 (inclusive of discount) 

Small Box 10-week Subscription | $315 (inclusive of discount) 

Small Box 5-week Subscription I  $205 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box 10-week Subscription | $450 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box 5-week Subscription  I $315 (inclusive of discount) 

Boxes will be available for pick up only from: 

LardAss Butter on Wednesdays between 9am-4pm 

Farm My School Shed at Bellarine Secondary College, Drysdale on Wednesdays between 8am-4pm 

Bellarine Farmgate, Drysdale on Saturdays from 11am-2pm 

Be sure to select your preferred pick-up location at checkout!  

We have discount codes available for Bellarine Secondary College staff and families available for you to use, so make sure you 

don’t forget to apply these at checkout! We kindly ask that you please keep these codes within the BSC community. 

Discount codes below: 

SMALLBOX - $10 off small box 

LARGEBOX - $20 off large box 

SMALLFIVE - $40 off small five-week sub 

LARGEFIVE- $90 off large five-week sub 

SMALLTEN - $90 off small ten-week sub 

LARGETEN - $180 large ten-week sub 

We thank you for your support and we look forward to providing you with an abundance of delicious, fresh, locally grown produce. 
Head to our shop on the Farm My School website for more information. Should you have any queries about veggie boxes please 
email hello@farmmyschool.com. 

Warm Regards, 

James McLennan 

Chief Executive Officer | Co-Founder 

e  james@farmmyschool.com.au w www.farmmyschool.com 

 

 Farm My School 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2Fcollections%2Fall&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843681754%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843718793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
mailto:hello@farmmyschool.com
mailto:james@farmmyschool.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmmyschool.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinda.Kelly2%40education.vic.gov.au%7C70a912db345b4df90e0608dd9981c4bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638835504843751338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
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Student Wellbeing 

All staff are in a position to provide emotional support for the young people of Bellarine Secondary College. There is a Student 

Wellbeing Team at each campus that can be a valuable first contact for information and assistance. Members of the Wellbeing 

team are available to both students and parents/guardians to discuss matters concerning a particular students' welfare, needs or 

problems. The team is accessible by making an appointment.  

The wellbeing Team is focussed on proactive education to support young people develop their skills related to resilience, personal 

safety, and positive coping related to their own wellbeing and mental health. 

The work of the Wellbeing Team across the College includes: 

• 1:1 Support in the form of counselling, resilience building, and referrals to community support services such as  

             mental health services, family support and allied health services.  

• 1:2 Leading school-based small group programs and coordinating external small group programs. 

• 1:3 Coordinating national health promotion events such as Mental Health Week, IDAHOBIT Day, and RU OK? Day. 

When students access a health or counselling service at school, they have the right to provide or withhold consent to their  

personal or health information, obtained from them, from being disclosed to any other person, including their parent/guardian. 

An Individual acquires that right when they have sufficient maturity to understand the consequences of this disclosure. Unless a 

student has an intellectual disability or is particularly immature, it is likely that a secondary student has the capacity to make this 

choice. 

Where disclosure or health information is necessary to lessen or prevent a serious imminent threat to the student’s health or 

safety, consent by a student to do this disclosure of information is not required. 

If a secondary student self-refers to a counselling service provided to students at school, the College does not have to disclose 

this to parents guardians. However consent from the student to share information with a parent/guardian or staff is always 

sought, when it is in the best interests of the student. 

 The College Wellbeing Team is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL RESOURCES 

The wellbeing team may make referrals to local services or provide support for students and families to access valuable health 

and wellbeing online.  

 

Student Wellbeing Team School Nurse Mental Health Practitioner 

Nicole Wirth, Ocean Grove and 

Drysdale 

Mel White,  

Ocean Grove and Drysdale campus 

Renae Schomacker Ocean Grove 

and Drysdale 

Jan Bowes, Drysdale     

Kate Grinter, Drysdale   Samson – Wellbeing Dog 

Kate Daley Ocean Grove     
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Parenting support services - City of Greater Geelong  

Full parenting calendar attached. 

https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/parenting/article/item/8d6b69042111407.aspx
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