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Prricmelifpal Report

It is remarkable how quickly the term is passing. We are already at the mid-point,
and classrooms across both campuses are alive with purposeful learning, growing
confidence, and increasing independence. As the term progresses, students will be
provided with a range of assessment opportunities to demonstrate their learning
and the progress they have made. These moments are important—not only as a
measure of achievement, but as a key part of the learning process itself, helping
students consolidate their understanding and identify their next steps.

A critical factor underpinning student success is regular attendance and being
present for learning every day. Even what may seem like a small amount of absence
can have a significant cumulative impact. Missing just one day per week equates to
40 days across the year—eight full weeks of school. This represents a substantial loss
of learning time, disrupting continuity, making it more difficult for students to
maintain momentum, and often affecting their confidence and sense of connection,
including their friendships. We ask families to continue to support the College by
ensuring that students attend every day possible, ready to learn and fully engage in
the opportunities provided. Please contact your child@ House Leader if you need
support to ensure your child is at school every day!

In the coming weeks, Learning Behaviour Reports will be published, providing
valuable insight into how students are approaching their learning. These reports
reflect the habits and behaviours that underpin success—effort, persistence,
organisation, and engagement in the context of the College Values of Respect,
Responsibility and Resilience. They offer an important opportunity for reflection and
conversation between students, families, and teachers about how

students are positioning themselves to achieve their best.

NAPLAN testing will commence on Wednesday 11th March for our Year 7 and Year 9
students. NAPLAN provides valuable information about student progress in literacy
and numeracy and helps us understand how effectively we are supporting studentsQ
learning over time. Importantly, it allows us to measure growth, particularly between
Year 7 and Year 9, and to identify where additional support or extension may be
required. We want all students to participate so that we have an accurate
understanding of their learning and can continue to refine our teaching to best meet
their needs. We encourage families to support their childQ attendance on these days
and to reassure them that NAPLAN is simply an opportunity to demonstrate what
they know.
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24 Hour
Absence Line

5251 9010

All student absences
must be reported fo
the College the day of
absence.
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Recently, we were delighted to host our Grade 6 Information Evening, which was a tremendous success. It was wonderful to
welcome so many prospective families and showcase the breadth and quality of the programs we provide. | would

particularly like to acknowledge the many current students who attended and contributed to the evening. Their willingness to be
present, speak proudly about their experiences, and represent their school sends a powerful message about their sense of belonging
and pride in Bellarine Secondary College.

As a further opportunity for families to learn more, we look forward to welcoming visitors to our Drysdale Campus Tour on
Wednesday 4th March. These tours provide a valuable opportunity to see learning in action and to experience first-hand the
outstanding programs and facilities available to our students.

I would also like to congratulate our Year 7 students on the outstanding way they have transitioned into secondary school. They have
quickly settled into routines, formed positive relationships, and embraced the opportunities before them.

Similarly, it has been very pleasing to see how well our Year 9 students have transitioned to the Drysdale Campus, demonstrating
increasing maturity and engagement as they move into this important phase of their education.

Our recent Professional Learning Day for staff focused on strengthening teaching practice, with particular emphasis on teachers
routinely checking for understanding throughout lessons. This is a highly effective, evidence-based approach that ensures students
are not left behind, allows teachers to respond to student needs in real time, and supports every learner to experience success.

Supporting student wellbeing remains central to our work. Across both campuses, students are currently benefiting from a range of
evidence-based wellbeing programs, including the Chilled Kids program at Ocean Grove, and at Drysdale, Art Therapy, Pickleball, and
the Communicating with Confidence program. These programs are designed to strengthen students(ocial and emotional wellbeing,
build confidence, and enhance their capacity to engage positively in learning and in their relationships.

Beyond the classroom, our students continue to benefit from the broad range of extra-curricular opportunities available to them.
These experiences enrich school life, foster connection, and allow students to pursue their interests and passions. | would like to
sincerely thank our staff, whose generosity and commitment make these opportunities possible for our young people.

As always, | thank our students, staff, and families for their continued contribution to the positive culture of Bellarine
Secondary College. Together, we are building a community where every student is known, supported, and challenged to achieve
their best.
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Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as
stated in the Schools{Privacy Policy and the Schools(Privacy Collection Notice. Schools(brivacy collection notice | vic.gov.au

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy:

Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy — Bellarine Secondary College describes how we collect and use

photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be
provided and withdrawn.

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365 safely at the school and what parents can do
to further protect their childQinformation. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns
regarding your child using Microsoft 365, please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to: SchoolsCbrivacy policy: information for parents | vic.gov.au
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Regular school attendance plays a critical role in both academic progress and social development. Being at school every day supports
students to maintain consistent learning routines, build positive relationships with peers and teachers, and remain connected to
classroom learning. Frequent absences can disrupt learning continuity and impact studentsQsense of belonging and social
connection.

Too many students were absent too often in 2025 and we are asking for your support to address this.
Your support is critical in turning this around.

If you need help to overcome barriers that prevent your child from being at school please reach out to the College for support by
contacting Assistant Principals David Mitri (Year 7&8), Kane Dougherty (Year 9 &10) or Damian Marra (Years 11 & 12) on 52519000
or via email on bellarine.sc@education.vic.gov.au

{dzLILI2 NI +FyR / 2YYdzyAOl a2y
House Leaders are generally the first point of contact for parents and carers seeking support. Early communication allows us to work
together to support student wellbeing, engagement and learning.

Year7 &8 Caitlyn Carter Jevon Nicholas Tom Roberts Ryan Shaw
Year9 & 10 Bree Redden Jenny MCarthy Annie Oliver Jacqui Slattery
Year 11 & 12 Merryn Chalmers Suzanne Mack Jess Armstrong Omar Lewis
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SECONDARY SCHOOL

COLLEGE COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2026

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

e 2 x DET Employee Representatives

e 1 x Student Representative

¢ 1 x Parent Representative

College Council plays an important role in supporting the strategic direction
and governance of the school. We encourage eligible members of our school community
to consider nominating.

KEY DATES
Nominations Open: Monday 24 February 2026

@ Nominations Close: Tuesday 10 March 2026 at 4:00pm

HOW TO NOMINATE

“g « Nomination forms available from the Administration Office

| « Forms can be collected from Monday 24 February 2026

« Completed forms must be returned to the Administration Office by the closing date and time

For further information, please contact the School Administration Office.
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All student absences must be reported to the school on the day of the absence.
You may do so using one of the options listed below. Thank you for your cooperation and support.
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The Department of Education has launched an Easing into adolescence webpage for families of students aged 10 to
14 (Grade 5 to Year 8).

The webpage has information and strategies you can use to help ease your child into adolescence and secondary
school. These include: a guide to emotion coaching.

Staff from The University of MelbourneQ Tuning in to Teens Kids program developed the guidance. how to support
your adolescent with their studies and more generally. Parenting expert and clinical psychologist Andrew Fuller
helped develop this resource.

Subtitles for videos by The University of Melbourne on the webpage are available in 10 languages. You can select
your preferred language on the translations page.

For questions about these resources, contact the Strategic Partnerships, Transitions and Student Voice team. You
can email them at Secondary.School.Transition@education.vic.gov.au.
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DRYSDALE CAMPUS
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otrating e March 2026 Tours from
5:30 pm

Information Night
Drysdale Campus Years
9-12
& Peninsula Drive,
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Ocean Grove Campus

Monday Mornings 9:30am -10:15am , @
5
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@
A B el I q rl n e Assistant Principal Mr. David Mitri
SeCOf\dOl'Y C0||ege Bellarine sc@education.vicgov.au
Telephone 5251 9000
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The Lions Club and Bellarine Secondary College are seeking expressions of interest from families who would like their child to
participate in this free vision screening opportunity.

The program provides parent information and consent forms, which will be distributed to families prior to the screening date if
Bellarine Secondary College gain enough interest in the program. Please notethat2 yf & a G dzRSy idia 6AGK | &A.
0S LISNNAGIOIRNI 2A Yi | .6S &aONBSyAy3

Please also note:

91 Any child currently under the care of an optometrist, including students who wear prescription glasses or contact lenses, is Y 2 {
S f A Foh@rticifate in the vision screening.

For further information, please refer to the pamphlet provided.

If you are interested, please click the link and fill in the short expression of interest and include your contact details.

Lions Eye Health Program -Expression of Interest — Fill out form

Thank you

Lions Eye Health Program

Australia
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Nourish Workshops 2026

FEEDING THE FAMILY

WITH STEVE RDEIhth FROM OTWAY PASTA
THURSDAY 26 FEBRUARY 5.30 - 7PM
COLAC SECONDARY COLLEGE, "‘CILA"'-"‘
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WORLD OF BEES

WITH THOMAS EJ"'J-!‘L'-T FROM "“D.-"u':T.-“!-L MECTAR

THURSDAY 16 APRIL 10AM - 12 30P M
BELLARINE SECONDARY COLLEGE, DRYSDALE
TS el I8 S A il & S520% Wik @ faern Aour with & Faemn My S0 obl sducalor
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GROW A FOOD GARDEN

WITH DOMNA LIVERMORE, PERMACULTURE EXPERT
SATURDAY 18 APRIL 10AM - 3PM
BELLARIME SEC ElhEN'-!"f COLLEGE DRYSDALE
Leam v B0 Irmarese your soil, grow Feirioom segefabies, develop

& poduciee food garden af hoore a8 el as T Dashes ol
SdsTRCUltu e design W & Qandening e

The link to book tickets is https://events.humanitix.com/host/farm-my-school.
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Thank you to all those who have been buying the this year - we're thrilled with how they are being received!

We will be offering small and large boxes available for single purchase as you need, as well as a 10-week and 5-week subscriptions to

keep you topped up on a weekly basis.
t NAOSa NS a F2ftft2oay
Small Box | $35 (inclusive of discount)

Large Box | $50 (inclusive of discount)

{ OK22¢

Small Box 10-week Subscription | $315 (inclusive of discount)
Small Box 5-week Subscription | $205 (inclusive of discount)
Large Box 10-week Subscription | $450 (inclusive of discount)
Large Box 5-week Subscription 1$315 (inclusive of discount)

Boxes will be available for pick up only from:

[ F NR! & &®n WedagsPMbetween 9am-4pm

Clk N aé { GtsdRifeSefofd&RCollege, Drysdale on Wednesdays between 8am-4pm

. St fF NRA Yy Dry@dle NdSatdrdaySfrom 11am-2pm

Be sure to select your preferred pick-up location at checkout!
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We thank you for your support and we look forward to providing you with an abundance of delicious, fresh, locally grown produce.

——
=

Head to our shop on the Farm My School website for more information. Should you have any queries about veggie boxes please

email hello@farmmyschool.com.

Warm Regards,
Wl YSa aé[ S)/)/I- y

Chief Executive Officer | Co-Founder

S james@farmmyschool.com.au g www.farmmyschool.com
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All staff are in a position to provide emotional support for the young people of Bellarine Secondary College. There is a Student
Wellbeing Team at each campus that can be a valuable first contact for information and assistance. Members of the Wellbeing
team are available to both students and parents/guardians to discuss matters concerning a particular students' welfare, needs or
problems. The team is accessible by making an appointment.

The wellbeing Team is focussed on proactive education to support young people develop their skills related to resilience, personal
safety, and positive coping related to their own wellbeing and mental health.

The work of the Wellbeing Team across the College includes:

T 1:1 Support in the form of counselling, resilience building, and referrals to community support services such as
mental health services, family support and allied health services.

T 1:2 Leading school-based small group programs and coordinating external small group programs.

T 1:3 Coordinating national health promotion events such as Mental Health Week, IDAHOBIT Day, and RU OK? Day.

When students access a health or counselling service at school, they have the right to provide or withhold consent to their
personal or health information, obtained from them, from being disclosed to any other person, including their parent/guardian.

An Individual acquires that right when they have sufficient maturity to understand the consequences of this disclosure. Unless a
student has an intellectual disability or is particularly immature, it is likely that a secondary student has the capacity to make this
choice.

Where disclosure or health information is necessary to lessen or prevent a serious imminent threat to the studentQ health or
safety, consent by a student to do this disclosure of information is not required.

If a secondary student self-refers to a counselling service provided to students at school, the College does not have to disclose
this to parents guardians. However consent from the student to share information with a parent/guardian or staff is always
sought, when it is in the best interests of the student.

The College Wellbeing Team is as follows:

{GdzRSYy (G 2Stto3xYVE2e$I ¥dzNRBR S aSyidlft 1SIFtGK t NI OQGAGAZ2
Nicole Wirth, Ocean Grove and | Mel White, Renae Schomacker Ocean Grove
Drysdale and Drysdale

Ocean Grove and Drysdale campus

Jan Bowes, Drysdale

Kate Grinter, Drysdale Samson — Wellbeing Dog

Kate Daley Ocean Grove

[h/ '] wo{h! w/9f

The wellbeing team may make referrals to local services or provide support for students and families to access valuable health
and wellbeing online.
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We are focused on providing families with access to support and education programs that compliment their role as parents.
Strengthening parenting skills and family relationships is a priority.

THE PARENTING MANIFESTO SERIES

Six-session parenting workshops
presented by My Manifesto co-authors
Sue Wong and Justin Robinson.

REGIONAL
# PARENTING
- PROGRAMS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

i ORIA

State
arentlng Government
SERVICE

REGIONAL 8

GEELONG

You can view the full calendar at geelong.link/parenting

Support for Families, Parents & Carers | Meli
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Bellarine Secondary College - Drysdale Camﬁpus will be welcor 'nf

students from Hamamatsu Japan again in 2026 and we are looking for
@ ~_wonderful families to host

* Families receive S50 per night to host

e WWCC required r[we can help you a|JpIy)

¢ No Airport transfers or special meals and student can share a room

DON'T MISS THIS AMAZING OPPORTUNITY

e 0401 483 467 EMAIL: info@culturedadventures.au
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) FOOD HANDLING CERTIFICATE E§E§2222.§
Food 4 Future brings young people together for free workshops on :

food and life skills like meal planning, budgeting, shopping, and
cooking.

Participants also complete a TAFE food handling

certificate to boost their employability.

wFree to attend

wFor those aged 15-24
wFood and snacks provided

wTake home a prepared meal, a basic kitchen kit, and a fresh veggie
box!

Running at Boronggook Drysdale, Colac, Corio, and New-
COmb Libraries during the Aprll SChOOl HOlidayS. Food 4 Future brings young people together for Running in April 2026 at:

free workshops on food and life skills — including « Corio Library - Wed 8 April, 10:00am-3:00pm
meal planning, budgeting, shopping, and cooking.

* Boronggook Drysdale Library - Thu 9 April,
10:00am-3:00pm

* Free food * Newcomb Library - Mon 13 April, 10:00am-3:00pm

* Free TAFE Food Handling Certificate

[SINY Y2NB |y NS Ik aQidBNGZNES NB Y+ rosbacnias peio P
* Freetoattend Book your ET E
R 5 spot here: ’E
5FasSa g [20Fs2ya souuey Al GBidon XDucrean *
Corio Library - Wednesday 8 Aprl|, 10008m-300pm For information about future sessions and

locations, contact info@grlcvic.gov.au.

Boronggook Drysdale Library - Thursday 9 April, 10:00am-3:00pm AL e e slonn cho.
e”  Online www.rlcic.gov.au/events.
Newcomb Library _ Monday 13 ApriI, 10:00am-3:00pm www.grlc.vic.gov.au In person at any branch, or phone 4201 0600

Colac Library - Thursday 16 April, 10:00am-3:00pm

5SGFAf SR 2dzif AySY
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You will learn tips for food shopping and reading labels, as well as where to access free and low-cost food in your Neighbourhood.
Includes a FREE take-home meal from Feed Me.
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Instructors from The Gordon TAFE will take your through a Food Handling Course, which prepares you for employment in hospitali-
ty and retail food businesses.
(Note, participants must also complete approx. 2 hours of pre-work online to receive the certificate.)
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You will learn about meal planning, preparation, recipes and budgeting.
Plus receive a FREE fresh veggie bag from Common Ground and a FREE kitchen utensils kit.
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OGEAN GRO
CLUB

U15/16 GIRLS TEAM

Girls turning 14, 15 or
16 this year

TRAINING
WEDNESDAY 5:30PM- 6:30PM
SHELL ROAD

Register your interest now
oceangrovesc@gmail.com
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Presenters:
Jeremy O'Sullivan
Swimming Australia Para Swimming
Development Manager

Travis Zimmer :
Leisure Networks & City of Greater -
Geelong
Disability Inclusion Sport Coordinator .

SWIMMERS WITH DISABILITY

-

NEORNITIONISESSIONE

FOR COACHES, LEARN TO SWIM, TEACHERS, ALLIED HEALTH & DISABILITY PROVIDERS

A28

1 SATURDAY 14 MARCH

@‘ 12.30 - 2.30PM

©) NORLANE ARC, 9 COX RD NORLANE

Swimming is one of the few sports that requires minimal adjustments for people with
disability to take part. Learn more about the swimming pathways available, what
classification means and the inclusive behaviours required to support people with disability
to participate in the sport of swimming.

REGISTER HERE

i SPORT In. R S\ swimming
POA4ALL Letgure, GEELONG (6))
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Give your Child the gift  Sign up for a FREE trial session
Of mUSiC With Singing e E: geelonéyouthchoir@ymail.oom

Cantore Choir
Ages 11-18
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GYOUT&

b EELONG YOUTH CHOR
REGISTER NOW!

w

Uy, sO%
v voice P

How to Join

¢ Enquiries: Megan Morrison

e M: 0402599 984
* Visit www.geelongyouthchoir.com

Highly qualified conductors & music staff
All ages welcome from 8-18 years

Regular concerts and special events
Welcoming, supportive and inclusive
Located at Deakin Uni Waurn Ponds

Prelude Choir
Ages 8-11

Junior choir for young singers
Learn how to read music
Develop vocal technique
Musicianship and aural training using
renowned Kodaly method

e Rehearsals every Wednesday during
school term from 5:00-6:30pm

*Younger singers considered based on ability and maturity

Senior choir for more advanced singers
Wide range of songs and genres
Musicianship and aural training using
renowned Kodaly method

Rehearsals every Wednesday during
school term from 4:30-6:30pm
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