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Welcome to 2025! 

I trust that the summer break has been a great Ɵme for family and friends and  
students feel ready for the return to school later this week. 

Please recall that Year 7 and 12 classes resume on Thursday 30th January with Year  
8-11 students returning on Friday 31st.  

Of course, the Ready to Learn conferences are scheduled for tomorrow, Wednesday 
29th January. These conferences provide an opportunity for families to connect with 
Home Group teachers so that we can best support students to be ready to learn. 

Note that while some of these conferences will be face to face tomorrow, staff will be 
reaching out via phone to parents/carers where you are not able to come in to meet 
with us. 

In regard to the coming year, the focus quite rightly is on supporƟng students to 
achieve the best possible learning and wellbeing outcomes possible. There have been 
a number of iniƟaƟves introduced over the past 3-4 years which seek to find  
conƟnuous improvement for students and our goal in 2025 is to embed these so that 
they are visible in every classroom across the College. This will reduce the variability 
between classes and support every student to be successful. 

The Bellarine Classroom Model is research-based and provides a consistent framework 
for all classes with a predictable rouƟne that begins with a clear learning goal and start 
up acƟvity which helps students to understand what they are learning and what they 
already know so that teachers can pitch the learning at the right level for all students. 
Teacher’s then use a variety of high-impact teaching strategies that best support  
student learning before finishing with a reflecƟon on their learning to both monitor 
their progress and recognise their achievement. 

The consistency of this framework in classrooms is important so that students develop 
a learning rouƟne that reduces their cogniƟve load and allows them the greatest 
chance of being successful in their learning. 

Home Group occurs every morning so that students have a very predictable and  
consistent start to each day. The Home Group session allows us to support student  
wellbeing through the delivery of our learning from Berry Street training with a  
parƟcular focus on building posiƟve relaƟonships and ensuring that every student feels 
known and connected.  

AƩendance at Home Group is compulsory for all students and we thank parents/carers 
for supporƟng their child to be at school every day and on Ɵme so that they can  
benefit most powerfully from Home Group. 

Student aƩendance at school is an absolute priority again this year and we need your 
support to ensure that students are rouƟnely at school. Students cannot learn if they 
are absent and their learning when they do return is disjointed and can be very  
challenging. Each day students are absent presents a disrupƟon to their learning. Every 
day counts as we seek to support students to achieve their full potenƟal. Frequent and 
extended absences also disrupt friendships and relaƟonships and we see evidence that 
absences impact on the wellbeing of students as they become disconnected from their 
learning and their peers. 
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Principal’s report cont. 

Similarly, we are keen to support parents/carers to ensure students are wearing their full school uniform. The College has added to 
the uniform opƟons for students as a result of student and family feedback. We hope that this will support students to be  
comfortable while sƟll meeƟng their responsibility to be in full uniform. The details of the College uniform can be found in Student 
Diaries and on the College website Bellarine Secondary College – Responsibility, Resilience, Respect  

It is also Ɵmely to remind the College community of the ban on mobile phones in Victorian schools and of the College’s mobile phone 
policy which can also be found in student diaries and on the College website or via the below link; 

(Mobile Technology Policy – Bellarine Secondary College). Again, your support with this is very much appreciated. 

I hope the week passes smoothly and the return to school is posiƟve.  Please do reach out to your students House Leader if we can be 
of any support now or as the year progresses. 

Regards, 

 

Wayne Johannesen 

 

Principal 
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2025 Important Dates 

2025 Ready to Learn MeeƟngs    - Laptop Pickup for Year 7 and Year 10 .students. 

 

The 2025 Ready to Learn meeƟngs will be held on Wednesday 29th January 2025. Ready To Learn meeƟngs allow students and  
families to connect with teaching staff to ensure that students are ready for a posiƟve start to the new school year. 

 

Ready to Learn meeƟngs will run for around 15 minutes and will occur face to face at the Drysdale Campus. Bookings will soon be 
made available for you to book your appointment Ɵme. Further informaƟon will be sent out regarding this later in the week. 

 

As part of 2025 Ready to Learn meeƟngs, students will consider a goal that they would like to work towards for the school year based 
on 2024 school reports. Please encourage your child to review their achievement and learning behaviour results prior to you  
appointment.  
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Hello and Happy New Year from the team here at Farm My School! It’s been a busy start to the year and a buzzing summer for 
us with new addiƟons to the team, produce galore and many a market at Ketbaker over the past month. Hence, we are 
thrilled to be announcing the relaunch of our veggie box system commencing the start of Term 1! All sales go directly back 
into the farm enabling us to reimagine our local food system and educate the community, so we are incredibly grateful for 
your support!  

You can expect a delicious array of summer vegetables such as beetroot, leƩuce, carrots, Tuscan kale, tomatoes, beans,  
cucumber, zucchinis, rainbow chard and much more! 

We will be offering small and large boxes available for single purchase as you need, as well as 10-week box  

subscripƟons to keep you topped up on a weekly basis. 

Prices are as follows:  

Small Box | $35 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box | $50 (inclusive of discount) 

Small Box 10-week SubscripƟon | $315 (inclusive of discount) 

Large Box 10-week SubscripƟon | 450 (inclusive of discount) 

Boxes will be available for pick up only from:  

LardAss BuƩer on Wednesdays between 9am-4pm  

Farm My School Shed at Bellarine Secondary College, Drysdale on 
Wednesdays between 8am-4pm  

Bellarine Farmgate, Drysdale on Saturdays from 11am-2pm  

Be sure to select your preferred pick up locaƟon at checkout! Currently we don’t have the staff to supervise a  
3:30-6pm pick up slot from BSC, but we hope to be able to offer this to you soon! 

Similarly to last year we will have discount codes available for Bellarine Secondary College staff and families  
available for you to use, so make sure you don’t forget to apply these at checkout! We kindly ask that you please keep these 
codes within the Bellarine Secondary College community as these codes are just meant for you, thank you! 

Discount codes below:  

Small Box - SMLVEGGIEST1 

Large Box - LRGVEGGIEST1 

Small Box SubscripƟon - SMLSUBVEGGIEST1 

Large Box SubscripƟon - LRGSUBVEGGIEST1 

We thank you for your paƟence and support over the last 12 months and we look forward to providing you with an  
abundance of delicious, fresh, locally grown produce to kick start your year. Head to our shop on the Farm My School website 
for more informaƟon and to purchase your first box for 2025! Should you have any queries about veggie boxes  
please email experiences@farmmyschool.com.  

UnƟl next Ɵme, a big thank you from the team at Farm My School! ‘  
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School Photos 2025 – Bellarine Secondary College 

Full summer uniform is required. 

Annual school photos will be taken by Arthur Reed Photos on Tuesday 4th February 2025. 

There is no need to return any forms or money to school. 

Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/aŌer photo day so families can register online to view images when they 
become available in the webshop.  

RegistraƟon is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it and remember to add 
the codes for all your children aƩending this school. 

Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using your child’s 2025 image code to link their images 
for the current year with your contact details. 

When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have registered will be noƟfied by SMS and email. 

Once registered, please wait for noƟficaƟon that 2025 images are online to view before making your purchase.   
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The Regional ParenƟng Service provides high quality parenƟng informaƟon and support. Our term 1 calendar of parenƟng  
programs is available, please see various versions aƩached. Also aƩached for your informaƟon is our GrandparenƟng Forum poster 
for March 2025.  

You can view the full calendar at geelong.link/parenƟng 
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Student Wellbeing 

All staff are in a posiƟon to provide emoƟonal support for the young people of Bellarine Secondary College. There is a Student 
Wellbeing Team at each campus that can be a valuable first contact for informaƟon and assistance. Members of the Wellbeing 
team are available to both students and parents/guardians to discuss maƩers concerning a parƟcular students' welfare, needs or 
problems. The team is accessible by making an appointment.  

The wellbeing Team is focussed on proacƟve educaƟon to support young people develop their skills related to resilience, personal 
safety, and posiƟve coping related to their own wellbeing and mental health. 

The work of the Wellbeing Team across the College includes: 

· 1:1 Support in the form of counselling, resilience building, and referrals to community support services such as  

             mental health services, family support and allied health services.  

· 1:2 Leading school-based small group programs and coordinaƟng external small group programs. 

· 1:3 CoordinaƟng naƟonal health promoƟon events such as Mental Health Week, IDAHOBIT Day, and RU OK? Day. 

When students access a health or counselling service at school, they have the right to provide or withhold consent to their  
personal or health informaƟon, obtained from them, from being disclosed to any other person, including their parent/guardian. 

An Individual acquires that right when they have sufficient maturity to understand the consequences of this disclosure. Unless a 
student has an intellectual disability or is parƟcularly immature, it is likely that a secondary student has the capacity to make this 
choice. 

Where disclosure or health informaƟon is necessary to lessen or prevent a serious imminent threat to the student’s health or 
safety, consent by a student to do this disclosure of informaƟon is not required. 

If a secondary student self-refers to a counselling service provided to students at school, the College does not have to disclose 
this to parents guardians. However consent from the student to share informaƟon a  parent/guardian or staff is always sought, 
when it is in the best interests of the student. 

 The College Wellbeing Team is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL RESOURCES 

The wellbeing team may make referrals to local services or provide support for students and families to access 
valuable health and wellbeing online.  

Please scan the QR code to access further links and resources.        

Student Wellbeing Team School Nurse Mental Health PracƟƟoner 

Nicole Wirth, Ocean Grove 
and Drysdale 

Merryl Arnold, Ocean Grove Renae Schomacker Ocean Grove 
and Drysdale 

Jan Bowes, Drysdale   Sarah Muling Drysdale 
Kate Grinter, Drysdale   Samson – Wellbeing Dog 
Kate Daley Ocean Grove   


