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Principal Report.

I hope this Newsletter finds you well and enjoying the seasonal weather we are
experiencing at present!

The School Review has been occurring over the past week and this has seen a
number of students and staff meet with the review panel to discuss the College’s
program and ways in which we can further enhance student outcomes.

The Reviewers have visited classes to see the Bellarine Classroom model and teaching
and learning.

Parents have an opportunity to meet with the Reviewer, Barry Soraghan, on Monday
11" November from 5.30pm at the Ocean Grove campus and all are cordially invited.
This is a wonderful opportunity to both acknowledge what the College is doing well
and the ways in which we can continue to improve!

Please click the link or scan the QR code to confirm attendance for tonight.

[=] B = [m]

[=]

https://www.trybooking.com/CWXXQ

It is an interesting time at school as Year 12 students engage in their external
examinations and/or complete assessments and have less presence at the College as
we move toward Valedictory on Thursday 21% November.

It is great, however, to see the number of Year 12 students who continue to use the
Yani-iny-ngitj centre to study and prepare for their exams as well as seek the support
of their class teachers. We wish each well as they navigate this time and take the next
steps beyond the College.

Year 11 Exams begin on Friday g November, followed by the Year 12, 2025
Commencement Program and in time both the Year 10 examinations and the
subsequent Year 11 2025 Commencement Program.

In short, the remainder of the year now actively supports students to both complete
their learning for 2024 and transition into their 2025 program.

The past two weeks has, for example, seen all Year 8 students spend a day on the
Drysdale Campus as they prepare to transition to that campus. These days have been
very well attended and clearly enjoyed by the students as they familiarise
themselves with the Senior Campus.
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Principal’s report cont.

Recent weeks have seen the Farm My School Birthday celebrations which was a fabulous celebration of the partnership with our
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=

College and which saw a number of students compete in curriculum-based competitions, with the following placegetters:

Competition 1% (5100) 2" (S50) 3"(525) People’s Choice ($25)

Baking Oliver Renkin Emma Ballard Ryan Kincaid Oliver Renkin

Music ‘Love My Farm’ ‘Down On The Farm’ ‘Song 3’ by Mia Bale, ‘Down On The Farm’
Amber Rickard, Tomi by Dakoda Phillips, Crystal Wright, Aaron by Dakoda Phillips,
Madigan, Bridie Sophie Ridgeway, Cook, Keegan Sims Sophie Ridgeway,
Brown, Cruz Kiara Blackley Kiara Blackley
McDonald

English Daisy Sheather Asher Green Bailey Chapman Daisy Sheather

Junior Art Memphis Tenson Hermione Page Ella Francis Milla Petrovics

Senior Art Cori Hazel-Degenaro | Ashley Muscat Will Spencer Piper Martin

Scarecrow ‘Fishermen’ ‘Rapunzel’ ‘Retired Batman’ ‘Mr. Jo' — Indy

- . . . Dane Novak, Conor Johnson, Neo Tucker,

Millie Brattle, Clair Steph Michalides, Smallacombe, Millie Chapman, Wil
Matthews, Lilah Zarah Coleman Brendan Wytkamp McMaster, Louis
Murray Picanili

I thank the many students who participated in these competitions and look forward to this being repeated in 2025 as we celebrate
the third year of this partnership!

The past week also saw a visit from the Premier of Victoria’s advisors who followed up the recent visit by the Premier, Jacinta Allen
and before that the State Treasurer; Tim Pallas to learn more about the Farm My School program at our College. The visits have
been encouraged by Local MP, Alison Marchant, who is an active advocate of both the College and the program. We are hopeful
that this may lead to further funding and an expansion of the program beyond the College.

The College was also visited by Millie Ross and Rachel Coffey from Gardening Australia (ABC TV) who will be attending the College
this week to film in the Farm, vineyard and Landcare for the opening episode of Gardening Australia for 2025. This is great
recognition of the programs at our College and our wonderful partnerships with Bellarine Landcare and Farm My School which add
so much to the opportunities available for our students at Bellarine Secondary College.

Last week also saw the Farm My School classes Family Dinner which saw Year 10 Bellarine Secondary College Farm My School
students harvesting food from the farm, preparing a meal, and serving to parents, carers or friends, promoting healthy eating. The
evening consisted of a showcase of the work they have completed throughout the year, a guided tour of the farm and a 3-course
dinner. The dinner was amazing and a wonderful celebration of the learning of the students and the support of their parents, carers
and families.

| would like to acknowledge the initiative and support of the class teacher, Sandi Dimasi and the guest chef, James Bond-Kennedy
(formerly of Tommy Guns — Barwon Heads and IGNI — Geelong) who supported students to prepare a wonderful dinner!
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Principal’s report cont.

Further evidence of the diversity and richness of the College’s program is clearly visible as Year 9 students set out on their 5-day ECO5
walk along the Great Ocean Walk on Monday 11™ November. This is a unique experience for students and is the culmination of months
of class preparation readying them for the challenge of the walk. | congratulate the 70 students who are attending the camp and look
forward to hearing about their experience!

| also acknowledge and thank the following staff who are sacrificing their time and time with their families and friends to make this
experience possible: Mr Lindrea, Mr Stokes, Mr A McIntosh, Mrs Finch, Mr P Mclntosh, Mr Hicks, Mr Ryan, Mrs Hale, Mrs Dimasi, Ms
Carter and Mr McCaffery. Thank you!

Finally, | would like to both acknowledge and thank the families who attended and supported the working bee at the Ocean Grove
campus on Sunday 10™ November. Those present planted almost 100 seedlings in an area that will be given to remembering past
students and staff who have, sadly, passed away. A commemorative bench will be installed in the coming days before a similar garden is
developed on the Drysdale campus. | would also like to thank Fiona and Bellarine Landcare for the supply of the seedlings. It is greatly
appreciated!

T ll

Wayne Johannesen

Principal
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Important dates

Date Event

November

Monday 11th Parent/Carer Forum
5:30-6:30PM

Monday 11" — 15th Year 9 ECO5 Camp

Monday 18" — 28th

Year 12 2025 Commencement Program
Current Year 11's

Tuesday 19th BSC Art Show
6:00 PM — 8:30 PM
Wednesday 20th House Assembly - Homegroup to be cancelled
Thursday 21st Year 10 last day of classes
Thursday 21st Year 12 Valedictory — GMHBA Stadium
7:00 PM — 10:00 PM
Friday 22nd Year 10 exams commence
Tuesday 26th Whole school student free day — Staff P/L
Friday 29th Year 12, 2025 - Course sign off
Current year 11’s student free day
December

Tuesday 3" - 5th

Year 11, 2025 Commencement Program
Current year 10's

Wednesday 4" — 6th

Year 8 into Year 9 Transition
Drysdale Campus

Friday 6th Year 9 course sign off
Current Year 9 student free day
Friday 6th Year 11 2025 Course sign off
Current Year 10’s student free day
Tuesday 17th Awards Ceremony — Costa Hall

6:00 PM — 8:30 PM
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GTFP

The Year 9 students at The Gordon on Friday.

The Geelong Tertiary Futures Program( GTFP), led by The Gordon, allows students to experience a blended model of learning in a real
world focused learning approach. Students can experience hands on experiences in a wide range of work activities, coupled with
workplace safety and communication via online modules. This provides students with the opportunity to complete several Units of
Competencies of certification. The students have all created accounts last week to prepare for this experience. If previous years are any
indicator, the students will have a great experience and come away from the program with new ideas and resources to support their
future pathways.

Scott McDonald — Student Aspirations % = - e e |
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On Tuesday, the Year 9 female students participated in The Flourish Journey program, an evidence-based initiative de-
signed to foster self-awareness, emotional intelligence, resilience, and meaningful connections. This program was
brought to life through the dedication of our 2025 Be Bold Be Heard students— Maiya Hitchcock, Sophie Robinson,
Roxanne Muijati, Pippa Stephenson, and Keira Kincaid.

The Be Bold Be Heard initiative empowers students with choice and agency in their education and community. Now im-
plemented in schools across Victoria, it involves hundreds of students. Throughout the Be Bold Be Heard forums, partici-
pants developed leadership skills, learned effective teamwork, and explored strategies for implementing change in their
schools. They had the chance to create action plans to bring their ideas to life and were inspired by successful women
from the community, including motivational speakers at each of the four forums. Additionally, the program provided
opportunities to collaborate, network, and learn from peers across various schools.

Well done to Maiya, Sophie, Roxanne, Pippa, and Keira for all their work throughout the year. It was great to see so
many year 9 girls fully engaged in the program. A special thanks to Ms McCasker, Mr Johannesen, Middle Years House
Leaders & Tahnee Kemp for their support of the program.

Will Ryan

Leader of Student Voice, Agency & Leadership.
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Last Tuesday, our Year 10 Be Bold Be Heard representatives attended the final forum at GMHBA stadium. Congratulations to Maiya,
Keira, Roxy, Pippa & Sophie who presented to multiple school groups from across the Geelong region. We look forward to your work
coming to fruition in week 4 when The Flourish Journey work with a Year 9 female students.

Will Ryan

Did you know there are 15 schools in Geelong, working together to build voice in teen girls to instigate positive change over a
range of social justice issues? They are facilitating assertive behaviour training and goal setting that promotes greater gender
equality and empowers young women to speak up for all kinds of scenarios later in life. This initiative has grown to include over
140 students. This exciting venture is called ‘Be Bold, Be Heard’.

Please find the attachment regarding details online

‘safety conversation matters’.

The aSafety Commissioner (eSafety) and the The cards are numbered and should be asked in Th n k U Kn ow
Austraian Federal Police-led Australian Centre to order as they buid on the previous questions.

Counter Child Exploitation (ACCCE) have created
this resource to help families have important g
conversations about online safaty. go/to:

To learn more about online safety or reporting abuse,

Having open and honest comersations can help
your child confide in a trusted adult when they

are faced with unsafe situations online. Thasa

cards cover topics about online intarests, handling
uncomifortable o unsafe situations, getting help and

reporting abusa.
A |ty %

HEESELDS30
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Geelong Youth
Parliament

The City of Greater Geelong in partnership with
Geelong YMCA are seeking young people aged 16
to 25 to represent Geelong in the Victorian Youth
Parliament program.

Geelong Youth Parliament | Have Your Say

CITY OF GREATER

GEELONG

Food support available at school.

Hello school community.

We are very pleased to advise we are now linked with food bank. This means that we will have additional free of charge
items for students in need to access throughout the school day from student hubs, student wellbeing and canteens, such as
free fruit, fruit cups, cereal, spreads, snacks and milk.

We also are provided with home packages full of essential items such as vegemite, honey, cereals, milk, ready made meals
and more.

Please make contact with Nicole Wirth at 5251 9063, or text her on 0438775848 or text Jan Bowes on 0436 481 007 and
email bellarine.sc@education.vic.gov.au if you are interested in a box. Please stipulate your name and which campus you
would like to collect the box from.

Nicole Wirth will be in contact with you once allocations have been finalised. Pick up is from the offices at both Ocean Grove
and Drysdale campus.

We are provided 16 boxes a week across the college so please contact us as soon as possible to secure one. Depending on
the need of the college, boxes can be supplied on a weekly basis to families.

Regards

Student Wellbeing Team
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Student Wellbeing

All staff are in a position to provide emotional support for the young people of Bellarine Secondary College. There is a Student
Wellbeing Team at each campus that can be a valuable first contact for information and assistance. Members of the Wellbeing
team are available to both students and parents/guardians to discuss matters concerning a particular students' welfare, needs or
problems. The team is accessible by making an appointment. The College —wide team includes:

The wellbeing Team is focussed on proactive education to support young people develop their skills related to resilience, personal
safety, and positive coping related to their own wellbeing and mental health.

The work of the Wellbeing Team across the College includes:

. 1:1 Support in the form of counselling, resilience building, and referrals to community support services such as
mental health services, family support and allied health services.

. 1:2 Leading school-based small group programs and coordinating external small group programs.

° 1:3 Coordinating national health promotion events such as Mental Health Week, IDAHOBIT Day, and RU OK? Day.

When students access a health or counselling service at school, they have the right to provide or withhold consent to their
personal or health information, obtained from them, from being disclosed to any other person, including their parent/guardian.

An Individual acquires that right when they have sufficient maturity to understand the consequences of this disclosure. Unless a
student has an intellectual disability or is particularly immature, it is likely that a secondary student has the capacity to make this
choice.

Where disclosure or health information is necessary to lessen or prevent a serious imminent threat to the student’s health or
safety, consent by a student to do this disclosure of information is not required.

If a secondary student self-refers to a counselling service provided to students at school, the College does not have to disclose
this to parents guardians. However consent from the student to share information a parent/guardian or staff is always sought,
when it is in the best interests of the student.

LOCAL RESOURCES

The wellbeing team may make referrals to local services or provide support for students and families to access valuable health
and wellbeing online.

Please scan the QR code to access further links and resources.

Student Wellbeing Team School Nurse Mental Health Practitioner
Nicole Wirth, Ocean Grove Merryl Arnold, Ocean Grove Renae Schomacker Ocean Grove
and Drysdale and Drysdale

Jan Bowes, Drysdale Sarah Muling Drysdale

Kate Grinter, Drysdale Samson — Wellbeing Dog

Kate Daley Ocean Grove
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wombat's walk Fundraiser
Sunday 17th November 2024
10am to 3pm
Portarlington Cricket Club
Sproat Street portarlington

1in 20 children aged 5-18 in Australia experience the death of a parent before their
18th birthday (ABS 2023 census data); that is one child in every classroom in the State
of Victoria.
Wombat's Wish supports children and young people who have had a parent die.

Wombat's Wish operates this valuable service by providing weekend grief programs
for children and the surviving parent/carer, 1.1 or group counselling support, online
support lounges, and family social days ot no cost to the families or children.

How do | join in:

Collect sponsors for each lap or km you do and join us at the event

to walk your laps.
. Get a team together, friends, family, workplace and walk in

memory of an important person.
« Create a crowd fundraiser for your laps using the link below and
share on your social media
= Can't make it on the day, do laps at your local oval anytime and
text through the number of laps when completed
phone 0499 996 228 to go on our tally.
= Talk to your school to hold an event in the weeks prior to raise $$
for Wombat's Wish.

Email info@wombatswish.org.au or phone 9069 0314 to register your
walk, team, workplace or school events.

This community family day has something for everyone!

Live music, market stalls, children's entertainment, animal farm,
food and bar, rides, jumping castle, silent auctions, raffles, massage,
yoga session, old fashioned family relays (egg and spoon and sack
races), appedarance by our ambassadors and Freeman and much

more. Most entertainment free.
Limited EFTPOS available at event

If you can not come on the day or don't want to complete laps you
can still make a donation at www.givenow.com.au/wombats-walk
or Direct Debit BSB 633 000 Account Number 128 660 784 reference
ww Walk or use the QR Code below

EST. 1872
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Wednesday 13 November

530pm to 6:30pm
Ocean Grove Uibrary

CHILDREN & FAMILIES
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AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

CODING WITH MICROBITS G @

4 WEEK PROGRAM
For bookings phane:
(03) 4201 0655
Dcean Grove Library

Experience some of the endless
passibilities of the migrobit micro-
comuter in this 4-week program. Learm
coding skills while creating games, music
and more. Ages &+ OCeEan Grove
Thursday 4:00-5:00 pm

MOV 147, 21° 28" & DEC5™

Fresidents Ave (gnr The Avenug),

Wednesday 27 November
5:30pm - 6:30pm
Ocean Grove Library

Ocean Grove Library programs and
eventsHome | Geelong Regional Libraries

A\

GEELONG
REGIONAL
LIBRARIES
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