
 1 

 

24 Hour  

Absence Line 

5251 9010 

All student absences must 

be reported to the College 

the day of absence. 

Absences can also be 

updated via Compass 

Parent Portal 

Inside this Issue 

Principal’s Report 

Important Dates 

Library Manga Comp 

Absence Reminder 

NAIDOK WEEK 2021 

Inter-School Sports 

Community Notice Board 

College Principal 

Wayne Johannesen 

Assistant Principals—Drysdale 

Luke Swekes & Damian Marra 

Assistant Principals—Ocean 

Grove 

Pierre Grzybek & Sarah Foley 

Respect | Resilience | Responsibility 

Drysdale Campus 

Peninsula Drive 

Drysdale, 3222 

 

Ocean Grove Campus 

70 Shell Road 

Ocean Grove 

 

P 5251 9000 

E bellarine.sc@education.vic.gov.au 

W www.bellarinesc.edu.vic.au 

Bellarine Secondary College 

ISSUE 5 | 26TH JUNE 2021 

Principals Report 

Continued on next page... 

Year Level Leader of Learning Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 
Junior 
7 & 8 

Kane Dougherty Bob Marmion Esther McRae Justin Crisostomo Kelly Clitheroe 

Middle 
9 & 10 

Andrew Grimshaw Mel Di Niro Patrick McIntosh Louise Campbell Barry Davies 

Senior 
11 & 12 

Vanessa Wedding Terri-Anne Finch Kristie Miles Sue Blacket James Rollinson 

A 
s I write this I am hopeful 

that we will return from 

Remote and Flexible 

Learning on Wednesday 28th July 

after the past weeks of lockdown. 

 While I acknowledge and 

thank College staff, students and 

parents for their commitment to 

maintaining the continuity of stu-

dent learning over the past 5 days, I 

acknowledge that there is also evi-

dence of lockdown fatigue. Student 

attendance is challenging for some 

and I worry that some students will 

miss out. 

 As a result, we are very 

conscious of maintaining what we 

see as an appropriate schedule of 

online learning to allow students to 

participate in other activities that 

will help to sustain their social, emo-

tional and physical wellbeing. 

 Getting that balance right is 

important and while parents have 

strongly endorsed the online com-

mitment of students in previous 

lockdowns we are always open to 

your feedback so that we get this 

right. 

 Parents/carers are encour-

aged to reach out if we can support 

your student to participate in classes  

online. 

We are very conscious that when we 

do return to onsite teaching and 

learning that we will have to careful-

ly manage VCE assessments given 

the rapid passing of time and the 

current requirement to complete 

school assessed coursework. 

 Clearly with the restrictions 

associated with the current lock-

down we have had to change a 

number of activities and events that 

we had previously arranged. Last 

Thursday’s Later Years Information 

Evening was one such event which 

we were forced to conduct online. 

The evening was a great success 

despite being virtual and I thank Mr 

McDonald, Mrs Wedding, Ms Van 

Zyl and Mr Grimshaw for their lead-

ership of the information sessions 

and the interactive Q&A that fol-

lowed. Overall this was a very suc-

cessful evening despite being con-

ducted online. Parents, carers and 

students are encouraged to contact 

the College if they require further 

support as we 

complete subject 

selections over 

the coming 

weeks.   

Note significant 

dates such as the 

Year 10 (2021) to 

https://www.facebook.com/BellarineSecondaryCollege
http://www.bellarinesc.edu.vic.au
intagram.com/bellarine_sc
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Principals Report cont... 

11 (2022) Course Counselling on Wednesday 5th August 

where students will be making their subject selections 

for next year. Further communication regarding this 

process will be shared shortly. This is a student free day 

for Year 10 students on this day. 

 Note further that the Year 9 (2021) into Year 10 

(2022) Course Counselling is scheduled on Tuesday 10th 

August when this cohort of students will select their 

subjects for next year. No Year 9 classes will be held on 

this day and students are only required to engage at the 

time of their scheduled appointment. 

 Staff and students have spent the past 8 to 9 

months preparing for the school production of the 

‘Addams Family’. The commitment and resilience of 

staff and students over this period of time to continue 

rehearsals in readiness for the opening performance on 

Thursday 29th has been extraordinary and I am very dis-

appointed that it is likely the production will need to be 

postponed, but we wait for this to be confirmed with 

the hope that will be avoided, although clearly this is 

unlikely.  

 Similarly, we wait with interest to see what the 

restrictions look like as we come out of this current lock-

down and return to onsite teaching and learning and the 

impact on excursions, camps and inter-school sport. At 

present this is unknown and we hope to provide clarity 

in the coming days. 

 Congratulations to Odi Evans and the Gang 

Green Student Passion Group who were recently ad-

vised that they had won a statewide competition pro-

moting recycling. This is a great acknowledgement of 

the commitment of this group of students and their 

commitment to sustainable practices and our environ-

ment. 

 Work at the Drysdale Campus has recently seen 

the installation of 220 solar panels which further reflects 

the College’s commitment to investing in sustainable 

Important Dates 

Date Event 

July 2021 

Wednesday 28th 
Return to On-site Learning—Face to Face—Further Details to come 

(Dependent on Victorian Government Restriction Announcements)  

August 2021 

Thursday 5th 
Year 11 2022 Course Counselling—Year 10 Student Free Day Only.  

Bookings will open at 9am on Thursday 29th July 

Tuesday 10th 
Year 10 2022 Course Counselling—Year 9 Student Free Day Only.  

Bookings will open at 9am on Tuesday 3rd August 

Thursday 12th GAT: 10am – 1.15pm—(Unit 4 Students) 

Tuesday 17th Year 9 2022 Course Counselling—(In Class time) 

Thursday 19th 
Parent Forum—Mental Health and Wellbeing—6pm—7.15pm—

Drysdale Campus Library 

Monday 23rd Student Free Day—Staff Professional Learning 

Wednesday 25th College Council—6pm—Drysdale Campus 

September 2021  

Thursday 9th Mufti Day for RUOK? Day 

Friday 10th Student Free Day—Staff Professional Learning 

Wednesday 15th College Council—6pm—Drysdale Campus 

Thursday 16th 
Last Day Term 3—2.20pm finish—7-11 3-Way Conferences from  

3pm-6pm 

Friday 17th 7-11 3 Way Conferences from 8am—1pm—Student Free Day  

Click the Compass Icon 

to log on to your portal.  

Thursday 18th November 2021  

The Pier, Geelong Waterfront from 7pm 

https://bellarinesc-vic.compass.education/
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practices. We look forward to harvesting the solar power 

that will provide the energy for this campus. 

The Later Years Centre continues to take shape with the 

steel frame recently completed and the roof to be in-

stalled in the coming two weeks. It  is very exciting to see 

this take shape and we look forward to moving into this 

fabulous space at the start of the 2022 school year.  

 

 

 

Wayne Johannesen 

College Principal 

 

Principals Report cont... 
Library Manga Drawing Comp 

Over Term 2 the library has ran a manga drawing competition. Man-

ga are Japanese comics and have been the most popular genre at 

the senior campus this year. Over 30 amazing entries were received.  

Congratulations to 1st place winner: Mia Forti 9I 

Runners-up: Miranda Dai 10K, Tayleisha Broomhall 9C, Olivia Welter 

12E and Michaela Whitehouse 9I     

Issue Date 

Issue 6—23rd August 2021 

Issue 7—20th September 2021 

Issue 8—22nd November 2021 

Issue 9—13th December 2021 

Newsletter Issue Dates 
Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund 

application deadline 

extended 

Schools now have  
until 13 August to submit 

CSEF applications 

batforce.org.au/quick-help-guide
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STUDENT ABSENCE REMINDER 
 
It is a Department of Education and Training (DET) requirement that parents/guardians provide 

the school with an explanation for all student absences.   

In the unfortunate event your child will be absent from school, Parents/Guardians are reminded 
to 

 
Notify the school on the day of absence 

 
You can do this by: 
 

Leaving a message on our 24 Hour absence line - 5251 9010 
Calling either Campus Administration Office – 5251 9000 
Logging into Compass Portal and update absence 

 
 

OUTSANDING UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES  
 

There are many students whose absences remain unexplained which must also be updated as 
soon as possible. 
 
To ensure your child’s absences are up-to date, attendance history can be viewed on your Com-
pass portal or call our Community Engagement Liaison, Leanne Nicholson on 5251 9012 for assis-
tance. 
 
Thank you for your support 

for Camps & Excursions 

“Everybody in 

school Everyday” 
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NAIDOC WEEK 2021 

In our first week back in Term 3, Bel-

larine Secondary College celebrated 

NAIDOC Week – which had occurred 

during the school holidays. 

 NAIDOC Week aims to highlight the achievements of 

our First Nations Australians and celebrate the rich culture of 

the oldest continuous living culture on earth. 

 At Bellarine, several events and activities were set-

up during the week to celebrate. 

 Additional 

information about our 

local Wathaurong and 

other First Nations 

people was displayed 

in our bulletins, we 

acknowledged our 

country each morning, 

and various displays 

were set up on both 

campus libraries to provide learning and information to all stu-

dents. Students also had the opportunity to learn through clas-

ses and our assembly held during the week. 

 On Tuesday, we had a NAIDOC Assembly at both 

campuses, with bands and musicians performing songs by First 

Nations Artists and Sarah Carroll leading a sing-a-long in indige-

nous language. These assemblies were led by Year 9 Student 

Jasper Quinn and Year 12 Swan House Captain Zoe Goonan. 

Jasper spoke to students about his Wiradjeri heritage and Zoe 

spoke about her Wamba-Wamba and Taungurung Heritage.  

 These assemblies were also attended by Richard Fry, 

who is our Koori 

Education Support 

Officer. Richard 

also met with First 

Nations students 

at both the Ocean 

Grove and Drys-

dale Campuses 

and spoke about 

the terrific oppor-

tunities available for First Nations students and provided other 

advice and support. 

 We also had a celebratory BBQ at Drysdale on Thursday, 

however unfortunately Friday’s BBQ had to be cancelled at Ocean 

Grove as did Friday’s Cultural Basin Walk at Drysdale. We look for-

ward to being able to participate in these activities in 2022. 

#NAIDOC #NAIDOC2021 #NAIDOCWEEK 
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Intermediate Boys Hockey 

Well done to the Intermediate 

Hockey team. They played un-

der manned and managed to 

score against Surfcoast SC 

however didn’t score enough 

to take any wins for the day. 

Player of the day went to Alex 

Grace who showed a high level 

of skill and showed excellent 

leadership with his direction on the field. Jobe was a great voice 

in the back line and an exceptional team between him and Lin-

coln. These two supported Cam as goalie. Cam had a difficult job 

of managing the many aspects to the goalie gear as well as fend-

ing many oncoming shots. He did a brilliant job. Jack (sole goal 

scorer assisted by Lincoln and Jobe) and Alex ran the whole day. 

Ollie and Heath held the sidelines and were vital to many turn 

overs. Levi, Hamish and Will ran the attack end setting up many 

scoring opportunities.  

Luke Arends attended as support coach, due to an injury he was 

unable to play.  

Massive thank you to our 

super coach of the day (and 

training sessions at school) 

Darcy Larkins. Darcy shared 

her knowledge over 3 weeks 

and was an amazing support 

on game day. Darcy also 

stepped in to umpire as un-

fortunately umpires were 

short on the day. A BIG effort to umpire 16 year olds in a some-

what dangerous sport. She showed professionalism, leadership 

and fairness. Thank you and well done Darcy. 

Senior Boys and Girls Basketball 

Congratulations to the Senior 

Boys and Girls basketball 

teams. Both teams represented 

the school and their values well 

throughout the day. The Boys 

team managed to win their 

way through the pool games to 

the semi-finals, where they 

were beaten by a well drilled 

sports academy team. The girls 

team played well and made it 

very hard for their opposition 

to score, but were narrowly 

beaten in two close games. Well done to both teams on the 

way you displayed sportsmanship and the school values on the 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Softball 

Congratulations to these super-

stars who progressed to the State 

finals in Softball. Despite an early 

departure to get to Waverley by 

9am the team demonstrated a 

high level of skill, leadership, 

sportsmanship and resilience 

(given the cold and wet condi-

tions!) The team won their first game and narrowly missed a 

win in the second. The 3rd round was extremely challenging in 

pouring rain and they didn’t quite get the desired result in the 

end. All participants were fantastic on the day and represented 

BSC showing our College values - Respect, Responsibility and 

Resilience.  

Inter-School Sports 

Images: State Softball 
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Obligation to hold valid ticket for 

public school bus travel  

 
Please be advised that students are required to present one of 
the following every time they travel:  

 McHarry’s Student Travel Pass, OR  

 Touch on a myki which has sufficient myki money or a 
pre-paid Transit Student Pass 

 
Travelling without one of the above tickets is fare evasion and 
is against the law. Authorised Officers regularly travel on 
McHarry’s buses and can issue on the spot fines for a child 
without a valid ticket.  
 
For further information 
please contact McHarry’s 
Buslines on 5223 2111 or 
Shae Dunstan on 525 19000.  

Podcast to empower parents with 

knowledge on common child/

adolescent health topics  

 The Royal Children’s Hospital hosts the Kids Health Info pod-

cast, covering a range of child and adolescent health topics.  

 In this time-poor age, many of us learn by listening, rather than 
reading. We learn through stories, rather than through lectures 
or talks.   

So, The Royal Children’s Hospital has produced a podcast for 
parents exploring a range of child and adolescent health topics.  
Each episode is based on a different topic and features an RCH 
expert guest to share their insights, advice and helpful tips for 
families.  
Some of the topics covered so far include cough, croup and 
wheeze, Head Injuries, Eating Disorders, ADHD,  and Vaping.  
This is a great way for RCH to empower parents with accurate 
and trustworthy information and advice.   
 
There are lots of ways to listen to the podcast: 
You can visit RCH Kids Health Information website and click on 
the podcast link.  
Or, search for Kids Health Info podcast on your favourite pod-
cast service, like Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts and 
more.  

Happy listening 

Merryl Arnold 

BSC Adolescent Health Nurse 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rch.org.au%2Fkidsinfo%2FPodcast%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMerryl.Arnold%40education.vic.gov.au%7C268c3c70315b42e392aa08d94b4d39bb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637623617343005997%7CU
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rch.org.au%2Fkidsinfo%2FPodcast%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMerryl.Arnold%40education.vic.gov.au%7C268c3c70315b42e392aa08d94b4d39bb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637623617343005997%7CU
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rch.org.au%2Fkidsinfo%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMerryl.Arnold%40education.vic.gov.au%7C268c3c70315b42e392aa08d94b4d39bb%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637623617343015956%7CUnknown%7CT
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Community Noticeboard 

 Enhance early intervention men-

tal health support for children 

and young people in schools; spe-

cifically regarding mild mood dis-

orders (anxiety and depression) 

and self harm 

 

 Increase engagement of parents 

and carers with schools to more 

effectively support their child’s 

mental health;  

 

 Develop clear and effective refer-

ral pathways between schools 

and community youth and mental 

health services. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/parent-forum-tickets-164443618289 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/parent-forum-tickets-164443618289
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/parent-forum-tickets-164443618289

